


If you want to see the history of 2,000 
years ago, go to Zhuolu. Page 16 
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The city offers a great variety of cold 
noodle options sure to quench any 
internal fire and please any palate. 
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“It’s an ordinary part of life for other people, but 
for me, seeing is a luxury.” Page 9 


Itoo Top Bodies Convene 


C hairman Jia Qinglin of 
China’s highest advisory 
body pledged Wednesday 
that the organization 
would give top priority to 
boosting development by raising pro- 
posals and suggestions on issues re- 
garding the national economy and the 
livelihood of citizens. 

This is also the National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political Con- 
sultative Conference (CPPCC)’s aim in 
its proposed amendment to the organi- 
zation’s charter, Jia said in his report 
on the work of the Standing Commit- 
tee of the 10th National Committee 
of CPPCC, which opened in Beijing 
Wednesday afternoon. 

In-depth investigations have been 
conducted and opinions solicited from 
a broad range of society in drafting the 
amendment, he told the annual gath- 
ering of more than 2,000 members. 
The CPPCC’s main functions are to 


conduct political consultation, exercise 
supervision and participate in the dis- 
cussion and handling of state affairs, 
mainly through setting forth proposals 
and suggestions. 

Reviewing the work over the past 
year, Jia said the participating parties, 
special committees and members of the 
CPPCC National Committee made in- 
depth investigations and studies on 
major issues of the country’s social and 
economic development and, on this ba- 
sis, submitted 22 inspection reports, 37 
survey reports and 114 written sugges- 
tions to the central authorities. 

Premier Wen Jiabao and vice pre- 
miers have highlighted the importance 


of these reports, and some ministers of 
the State Council will reply to ques- 
tions raised by CPPCC members and 
committees during the 10-day session. 

In a report on proposals, Li Meng, 
vice chairman of the CPPCC National 
Committee, said that CPPCC members 
have tabled a total of 3,819 proposals 
over the past year, most of which have 
been transferred to relevant govern- 
ment departments. 

“Some 98.8 percent of the proposals 
had been handled up to February 20 
this year,” he said. 

Jia urged CPPCC members to con- 
centrate their studies on major gov- 
ernment policies and issues of major 


concern in society and make relevant 
suggestions for resolving problems aris- 
ing from social and economic devel- 
opment so as to help enhance social 
stability. 

On the Taiwan issue, Jia reiterated 
continued efforts to carry out the basic 
principle of “peaceful reunification and 
one country, two systems” to promote 
the reunification of the motherland. 

In the following days, members of 
the CPPCC National Committee are 
expected to adopt the amendment to 
the organization’s charter and a politi- 
cal resolution of the session. 

Meanwhile a 175-member presidi- 
um for the Second Session of the 10th 


National People’s Congress (NPC), 
which begins today, was formed at 
a preparatory meeting attended by 
2,747 NPC deputies here yesterday 
morning. 

The agenda of the 10-day session 
was adopted at the preparatory meet- 
ing, presided over by Chairman Wu 
Bangguo of the 10th NPC Standing 
Committee. 

NPC deputies will hear and delib- 
erate reports on government work, 
the budget and the socio-economic 
development plan, and approve the 
draft amendments to the country’s 
constitution. 

(Xinhua) 


Restoration on Home of 
Kung Fu Kicks Off 


By Shan Jinliang 

H enan’s Shaolin Temple, the spiri- 
tual home of kung fu, is undergo- 
ing a major renovation, aimed at 
restoring it to the splendor it has not seen 
since the Ming Dynasty. 

The facelift is scheduled to be largely 
complete by October 1. With a budget of 
40 million yuan, it follows a major refur- 
bishment by the local government con- 
cluded in 1999. 

Located in Dengfeng, Henan Province, 
Shaolin Temple is one of China’s, if not 
the world’s, best known temples. 

Following the release of the popular 
Jet Li movie, simply called Shaolin Tem- 
ple, in 1982, the number of visitors to 
the temple started to increase dramati- 
cally. With the Henan provincial govern- 
ment, the Zhengzhou government and the 
local Dengfeng government all adminis- 
tering the temple and sce- 
nic area, the region soon 
became crowded with new- 
ly built shops, hotels and 
kung fu schools. 

In April 2002, in an 
attempt to reverse the 
effects of over-commercial- 
ization and urbanization, 
the Dengfeng government 
invited submission of plans 
for the redesign of Shaolin 
Temple Scenic Spot. 

Between March and De- 
cember last year, illegally 
constructed buildings in 
and around the temple 
were torn down, and over 
4,000 peasants living in 
the vicinity were relocated. 

Sad reflection of former glory 

Shaolin Temple was established in the 
Northern Wei Dynasty in 495. It rose 
to prominence during the Southern and 
Northern Dynasties period, the Tang Dy- 
nasty and again in the Ming Dynasty, be- 
fore falling into a period of decline during 
the Qing Dynasty, which banned the prac- 
tice of martial arts. 

In 1928, warlord Shi Yousan set fire to the 
temple, destroying several of the major build- 
ings as well as scores of Buddhist statues and 
other cultural relics. Prior to the 1980s, only 
two of the temple’s original major buildings re- 
mained, namely Shanmen Dian, or the Gate- 
way Hall, and Lixue Pavilion. 

While the six halls along the main axis 
of the temple and the Bell and Drum tow- 
ers were renovated or rebuilt during the 
1980s and ‘90s, the work was done largely 
without reference to historical materials. 

Shi Yongxin, the abbot of the temple, 
told Beijing Today in a telephone inter- 
view last Wednesday, “The buildings con- 


structed during the past 20 years are of 
rough craftwork and could not represent 
the spirit of Shaolin Temple. They should 
be torn down.” 

Meanwhile the large numbers of visi- 
tors to the temple’s Residence Courtyard 
regularly threaten to interrupt the kung 
fu practice of the monks and some people 
have donated money to erect steles in the 
stele forest, which detract from the histori- 
cal value of the old steles. 

“Visitors frequently complain, ‘It is a 
pity not to visit the Shaolin Temple, and 
it is even more of a pity to visit it,”’ Li 
Chuanzhe, the chief engineer responsible 
for the temple’s current restoration project 
told Beijing Today last Thursday. 
Restoration 

In October 2003, the Dengfeng govern- 
ment invited bids for a plan to restore 
the temple. The bid was won by Guo 
Daiheng, who studied un- 
der renowned architect Li- 
ang Sicheng, and her team 
from Tsinghua University. 
The plan was approved by 
the Henan Provincial Bu- 
reau of Cultural Relics on 
February 16, and trial reno- 
vation work began two days 
later on Lixue Pavilion. 

The restoration project 
aims to protect the cultural 
relics, while at the same 
time, helping to improve 
tourism, Li told Beijing 
Today. Since the Shaolin 
Temple was added to and 
modified from dynasty to dy- 
nasty, the renovation work 
has to be done according to records from 
the Ming and Qing dynasties. Newly dis- 
covered historical materials, such as old 
photos unearthed in Japan, provide the 
basis for the construction work, and two 
new halls will be constructed based on re- 
cently excavated foundations. 

The restoration of the temple’s Res- 
idence Courtyard involves 11 separate 
items, including maintenance of Lixue 
Pavilion and Guanyin Temple. The 
320-square-meter mural in the Hall of Ar- 
hats will be the primary focus, Shi said in 
an interview with Xinhua on February 22. 

The Forest of Pagodas, located to the 
west of the temple, is the site of over 200 
memorial pagodas dedicated to abbots and 
monks of the temple. The square in front of 
the forest will be cleared and the parking 
lot that currently occupies part of the area 
will be relocated. 

Guo told Beijing Youth Daily on Feb- 
ruary 22 that the bed of the Shaolin Riv- 
er, which flows in front of the temple’s 
main gate, will be rechanneled and turned 


northward to prevent flooding in summer. 

In the past, the Forest of Steles was ad- 
ministered by an assortment of groups, in- 
cluding the local tourism administration, 
the temple itself and even some local trav- 
el agencies, according to Abbot Shi. It was 
not until the late 1990s that the temple 
regained full authority over it. He said 
all the recently added steles would be re- 
moved from the temple, and no new ones 
would be allowed. 

With the exception of a few adminis- 
trators, all the monks at the temple will 
move into new residences, better equipped 
for the practice of kung fu, but the move 
“will not preclude contact with visitors,” 
said Zhang Binyuan, chief of the Henan 
Province Cultural Relics Administration 
in a telephone interview with Beijing To- 
day on Monday. 

Zhang added that the entire plan had 
not yet been finalized. Currently only Lix- 
ue Pavilion was in the process of being re- 
stored. 

With little government finance, the res- 
toration work will be primarily funded 
by the temple’s tourism company, the tem- 
ple itself and local banks, said Abbot Shi. 
Although the Dengfeng government had 
promised full support, he had no concerns 
about financing the project. 

Work in progress 

China News Agency reported on Janu- 
ary 31 that the facelift would be completed 
before October 1, in time for the Inter- 
national Kung Fu Festival in Zhengzhou, 
capital of Henan Province. Abbot Shi, how- 
ever clarified this, stating, “Renovation of 
the Shaolin Temple Scenic Spot will be 
generally completed before October, but 
restoration of the Shaolin Temple itself 
will take longer. Most of the work should 
be done by then, but we will not speed up 
the work at the cost of construction qual- 
ity. This project is not a gift to the city gov- 
ernment!” 

“After its facelift, the temple will be a 
pleasant place with clean and quiet envi- 
ronment,” Li Chuanzhe told Beijing Today, 
“it will double its former tourism capacity, 
and be accessible to the handicapped.” 

Last June, the Dengfeng government 
decided to apply for World Heritage Site 
listing for the Forest of Pagodas at Shao- 
lin Temple. 

However as far as the abbot is con- 
cerned, monks are more important than 
the pagodas. “Shaolin monks, as the in- 
heritors of Shaolin kung fu for over 1,500 
years, are more important than cultural 
relics,” said Shi. 
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The restoration 
project aims to 
protect the 
cultural reics, 
while at the 
same time, 
helping to 
improve tourism 




A worker wraps a statue of Patriarch Hui Ke in protective material as restoration work 
begins on Lixue Pavilion. Photo by Zhu Xiang 
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Six-parly Talks Conclude 


By Yu Shanshan 

The second round of the six- 
party talks on the Korean Penin- 
sula nuclear issue ended Saturday 
afternoon with the six delegations 
reaching consensus on setting up a 
working group and the next round 
of talks. 

The talks, which began on 
Wednesday last week, involved the 
United States, China, the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
the Republic of Korea, Russia and 
Japan, and focused on the goal of a 


nuclear-free Korean Peninsula. 

The consensus “is of great impor- 
tance in pushing forward the pro- 
cess of dialogue,” Chinese Foreign 
Minister Li Zhaoxing said at the 
closing ceremony at the Diaoyutai 
State Guesthouse Saturday. 

“Some people may think that not 
enough progress was made, and the 
talks did not go fast enough,” Li said, 
“but in my opinion, the achieve- 
ments were hard-won and worth 
valuing, considering that this round 
of talks started when mutual trust 


was lacking among relevant sides 
and their differences were growing. 
The achievements are the fruit of the 
parties’ tireless efforts and reflect 
their political will to push forward 
the peace process.” 

The six countries agreed to take 
coordinated steps to address the 
nuclear issue and address the 
related concerns. The agreement 
was presented as the chairman’s 
statement. 

“The parties expressed their com- 
mitment to a nuclear-weapon-free 


Korean Peninsula, and to resolving 
the nuclear issue peacefully through 
dialogue,” the statement said. 

“The parties agreed to continue 
the process of the talks and agreed 
in principle to hold the third round 
of the Six-party talks in Beijing no 
later than the end of the second 
quarter of 2004. They agreed to set 
up a working group in preparation 
for the plenary. The terms of ref- 
erence of the working group will 
be established through diplomatic 
channels,” it said. 


China and US 
Cooperate in Fight 
Against AIDS 

By Chen Si 

China and the United States 
have launched a joint project to 
fight AIDS in ten Chinese prov- 
inces, municipalities and autono- 
mous regions. 

The Global AIDS Program, ini- 
tiated by the US Center for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, was 
launched here Tuesday with a prom- 
ised US $15 million investment 
from the US side. 

The Global AIDS Program aims 
to provide information and technol- 
ogy to help the health departments 
in the provinces of Heilongjiang, 
Shandong, Henan, Anhui, Guang- 
dong and Guizhou, Beijing Munic- 
ipality, and the Inner Mongolia, 
Xinjiang Uygur and Tibet autono- 
mous regions to improve their abil- 
ity to prevent the spread of AIDS. 

The 2003 statistics from the Min- 
istry of Health estimate that more 
than 840,000 Chinese people are 
HIV-carriers, of whom 80,000 are 
AIDS patients. 

Vice-minister of health Wang 
Longde said the active measures 
adopted by the international com- 
munity to combat AIDS were con- 
ducive to containing its spread. 

The move follows the State Coun- 
cil’s establishment on February 26 
of a committee to prevent and curb 
the spread of AIDS. Addressing the 
committee’s first meeting, Vice-pre- 
mier Wu Yi said, “China should 
increase its sense of urgency in its 
efforts to prevent and curb the dis- 
ease across the country. AIDS has 
been on the rise in China, and it 
will have grave impact on the coun- 
try’s economic and social develop- 
ment and social stability unless it is 
brought under control.” 

China will continue to implement 
its policies to offer free anti-virus 
treatment to AIDS victims who are 
farmers or the needy in urban areas, 
and provide free, anonymous blood 
tests for people in areas hit by the 
disease. 

In addition, local governments 
will offer free AIDS consultations, 
screenings and anti-virus treatment 
to pregnant women in designated 
areas in an effort to reduce AIDS 
transmission from mothers to their 
babies, and provide assistance to 
needy AIDS patients. 



Despite the lower prices, there has been no obvious increase in sales at TSE, according to manager Helen Zhou. 
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Duty-free Goods from HK on 
Sale in Beijing 


By WangXiaoxiao 

The first shipment of duty-free, 
made-in-Hong Kong goods arrived 
in Beijing last Thursday. The 
duty-free status of the goods is 
a result of the Mainland-Hong 
Kong Closer Economic Partnership 
Arrangement (CEPA), which took 
effect on January 1, 2004. 


The goods, garments with a com- 
bined value of US $2,752, have 
now gone on sale at TSE, a shop 
at Beijing’s Oriental Plaza. Zheng 
Zhiwei, director of the import and 
export department of China New 
Era, the importer of these goods, 
told Xinhua last Friday that the 
pre-CEPA tariff was 14 to 18 per- 


cent, and the exemption on this 
shipment was worth 4,300 yuan. 

The garments, which retail for 
3,000 to 4000 yuan, are selling for 
10 to 20 percent less than they 
would have done prior to CEPA. 
Store manager Helen Zhou told 
Beijing Today that the prices are 
nearly the same as in Hong Kong. 


McDonald's Renews Olympic Sponsorship 



Jim Cantalupo, McDonald's chairman and 
chief executive officer (left) and Liu Jing- 
ming, deputy mayor. 


By Sun Ming 

McDonald’s announced the renewal of 
its worldwide Olympic Partnership from 
2006 to 2012 in Beijing last Thursday. 

It is the first time that McDonald’s 
has renewed its sponsorship for four 
consecutive Games. 

McDonald’s will extend its Olym- 
pic sponsorship to include the 2006 
winter games in Turin, Italy; the 2008 
summer games in Beijing; the 2010 
winter games in Vancouver, Canada; 
and the 2012 summer games, whose 
venue has not yet been named. 


‘McDonald’s has been a proud Olympic 
partner for nearly three decades because 
we believe in the spirit and ideals of the 
Games,” said Jim Cantalupo, McDonald’s 
chairman and CEO, at a news conference 
last Thursday in Beijing. 

McDonald’s did not reveal the 
value of the deal, saying only that it 
was “significant.” 

Other global Olympic sponsors 
include Coca-Cola, Atos Origin (for- 
merly Schlumberger), General Elec- 
tric, John Hancock, Kodak, Panasonic, 
Samsung, Swatch and Visa. 


Beijing to Build China and Kazakhstan 

itao More Churches Establish Free Trade Zone 


Two more churches will be built in 
the Chinese capital this year, Yu Xinli, 
a priest of the Beijing Christian Coun- 
cil, said Tuesday. 

The Christian churches, each cover- 
ing around 2,000 square meters and 
capable of accommodating 1,000 people, 
will be set up in areas easily accessible 
by public transportation in Chaoyang 
and Fengtai districts. 

The construction plan received 
approval from the municipal govern- 
ment at the end of last year, said Yu, a 
senior Christian priest. 

The church in Chaoyang will look 
like a square-shaped ancient castle with 
a bell tower while the one in Fengtai 
will be a quite modern building with 
two domes. “As for the Fengtai church, 
we hope it’s an original design and will 
not be outdated in 50 years,” Yu said. 

“We really expect the Christians 
to have a nice and divine feeling in 
them,” said Cui Tong, chief designer 
of the churches. 

The designers paid attention to every 
detail about the space, color and light in 


the buildings, and even went to look at 
churches in Europe for reference, said 
Cui, also the chief architect with the 

Building Design Institute of the Chi- 
nese Academy of Sciences. 

The projects will cost 40 million 
yuan. After completion, they will be 
among the largest Christian churches 
in Beijing. 

Yu said that people from the reli- 
gious circle and local Christians and 
believers are very pleased about the 
new churches. It will be more conve- 
nient for the local believers to partici- 
pate in Christian rituals and activities 
upon completion of the two churches. 

Chaoyang and Fengtai have 2,000 and 
3,500 Christians respectively. Beijing cur- 
rently has over 40,000 Christians, 60 
clergy and eight Christian churches. 

Lots of church property in the city 
was renovated or rebuilt in the past few 
years. Many of the buildings are cul- 
tural relics which have gained financial 
support from the cultural relics admin- 
istration for their protection and main- 
tenance. (Xinhua News) 


By Yu Shanshan 

The Ministry of Commerce 
confirmed Sunday that China’s 
first free trade zone will be estab- 
lished along the border with 
Kazakhstan. 

The China-Kazakhstan free 
border-trade zone will lie 
between Yili Kazak Autonomous 
Prefecture, in Xinjiang, and 
Alma-ata, Kazakhstan. 

During a visit to Kazakhstan 
in June last year by President Hu 
Jintao, the president of Kazakh- 
stan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, pro- 
posed for the fourth time to his 
Chinese counterpart the plan to 
build a free trade zone along the 
border of the two countries. 

Jia Yisheng, secretary of 
the CPC committee in Horgos, 
Xinjiang, told China News 
Agency last Tuesday that the 
two sides have agreed to build 
a Sino-Kazakhstan world 
trade center in the 200 hect- 
ares between Horgos and 


Kazakhstan. China has offered 
130 hectares while Kazakh- 
stan has contributed 70 hect- 
ares for the free trade zone. 

According to Jia, the Chinese 
side is mapping out a plan for 
the free trade zone, and the 
scheme of Sino-Kazakhstan free 
trade zone put forward by China 
has received a positive response 
from Kazakhstan. Under the 
plan, the zone would allow for 
zero tariffs and the free flow of 
people and goods. 

Tong Zhiguang, director of the 
WTO’s China National Institute, 
attributed the establishment of 
the free trade zone to China’s 
WTO membership and closer eco- 
nomic ties between members of 
the Shanghai Cooperative Orga- 
nization. He said the China- 
Kazakhstan free border-trade 
zone would lay a good foundation 
for China’s enterprises and prod- 
ucts to enter the central and west 
Asian and European markets. 


Public Security Review 


According to Beijing’s 110 emergency hotline 
service, thefts accounted for almost 80 percent 
of criminal cases reported last week. Most of 
these were break-ins and auto thefts. A total 
of 174 people suspected of committing crimes 
were apprehended. 

Break-ins mainly occurred in Chaoyang 
and Haidian districts late at night or in the 
early morning. Auto thefts mainly occurred 
at night in Jinsong, Jiuxianqiao, Taiyanggong, 
Sijiqing, Liuliqiao, Lugouqiao and other areas 
of Chaoyang, Haidian and Fengtai districts. 

(Information from Beijing Public Security 
Bureau) 

Beijhig Capital Airport lo 
Get Third Terminal 

Beijing’s Capital Airport has announced con- 
struction of a third terminal of the Beijing Airport 
would break ground on March 28 as scheduled. 

The Beijing Architectural Design Institute has 
been working on the design of the new terminal, 
said a spokesman for the company, who disclosed 
that builders of the new terminal were to be chosen 
via public bidding. 

The projected terminal will be completed and 
put into operation before 2007. With the comple- 
tion of the third terminal, the Capital Airport will 
be capable of handling 60 million journeys, plus 
500,000 to 600,000 flights, as well as 2 million to 3 
million tons of cargo and mail a year. 

The airport handled 24.36 million journeys, 
accomplished 2.18 billion yuan (263 million US 
dollars) in operating revenue and made a profit of 
380 million yuan last year. (Xinhua News) 

first National Economic 
Census Starts in Boling 

By Yu Shanshan 

The first national economic census was launched 
in Beijing last Saturday, as part of China’s national 
economic census that is to be conducted from this 
year at five-yearly intervals, according to Cui Shuq- 
iang, director of Beijing Bureau of Statistics. 

The national economic census leading team con- 
ference last Wednesday revealed that the census is 
designed to acquire an economic panorama of China’s 
secondary and tertiary industries and to complete the 
database that covers all economic sectors. 

The census’s content includes the logo of enterprises, 
employee details, and summaries of income, assets, man- 
agement and production capability of companies, their 
consumption of raw and other materials, and investment 
on scientific and technological development. 

According to Cui, as well as secondary and ter- 
tiary industries, the survey also includes the con- 
struction industry and individual entrepreneurs. 

US Starts New Visa Procedure 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

The US embassy in Beijing announced the com- 
mencement of its China-wide Visa Information Call 
center Wednesday, marking the implementation of 
new non-immigrant visa policies. 

The call center provides visa-related informa- 
tion to applicants and schedules interview appoint- 
ments at the embassy and four US consulates in 
Chengdu, Guangzhou, Shanghai and Shenyang. 

The number for the Visa Information Call 
Center is 4008-872-333 and costs 54 yuan per 12 
minutes. Payment can be made with a credit or 
debit card or with a money order or postal note. 

Other payment options are being explored and 
will be made available as soon as possible. 

According to the new visa policy, foreign stu- 
dents and other visa applicants now require a spe- 
cial security clearance, which is expected to slow 
the granting of visas. 

Health Food Association 
Scrapped 

By Shan Jinliang 

The State Council shut down the Health Food 
Association of China last Tuesday because of its 
illegal charges on ranking and other illegal oper- 
ations. The duties of the former association have 
been taken over by the newly established China 
Health Care Association (CHA), formally known as 
the China Health Care Science Technology Society. 

The Health Food Association was set up in 1985 
under the authority of the State Administration of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine. It published its first 
national health food industry ranking in August 
2001, and in the following two years the associ- 
ation continued to publish the ranking, illegally 
charging fees to participants and giving inaccurate 
rankings, according to the State Council. 

The China Health Care Science Technology Soci- 
ety was established under the Ministry of Health 
in 1988. The two agencies both claimed to be the 
industry authority and with the support of favored 
companies, competed for dominance of the lucra- 
tive rating market. 

In January 2003, in an effort to prevent industry 
disorder, the government started to merge the two 
associations. However in June 2003, the Health 
Food Association published a national health food 
product ranking, for which health food producers 
had paid between 2,000 and 12,000 yuan to secure 
a favorable listing. 

The illegal activity was exposed on CCTV’s Jia- 
odian Fangtan (Focus Talk) and in October 2003, 
two senior administration officials in charge of the 
association were discharged. 
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Minsheng Listing in Question 


Company admits to forging of important document in 2 



Hill 



Minsheng Bank President Dong Wenbiao 


By Shan Jinliang 

China’s only private sharehold- 
ing bank, Minsheng Banking Corp., 
reaffirmed its determination to list 
on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange 
despite recent charges of fraud. 
Former director Qiu Yingxin has 
accused the bank of forging his sig- 
nature on a document necessary to 
Minsheng’s listing on the Shanghai 
Stock Exchange in 2000. 

At Wednesday’s meeting of the 
National People’s Political Consul- 
tative Conference, Minsheng Presi- 
dent Dong Wenbiao told the press 
that the charges would not affect 
the bank’s preparations for its Hong 
Kong IPO. Late last year, Minsh- 
eng announced it hoped to collect 
up to $1 billion from listing on the 
Hong Kong market and that it had 
hired Citigroup, Deutsche Bank AG 
and Goldman Sachs Group to serve 
as the main underwriters for the 
offering. 

Qiu Yingxin issued a public state- 
ment on February 16 that the bank 
had falsified his signature and that 
of other executives on documents 
supposedly generated at a share- 
holders meeting held to approve the 


bank’s change of name from China 
Minsheng Bank to China Minsheng 
Banking Corp. In fact, that meeting 
was never held and all related docu- 
ments were fabricated. 

Four days later, Minsheng issued a 
statement admitting that bank staff 
had concocted the resolution in ques- 
tion on May 30, 2000, in order to 
speed up the listing process, but did 
not comment on the forging of Qiu’s 
signature. The bank stated it would 
punish the employees involved. 

According to another statement 
released on Minsheng’s website last 
Friday, an investigation committee 
led by the bank’s independent di- 
rectors has been established to look 
into the incident. 

At the Wednesday meeting, Dong 
said, “I think this problem should 
not affect the bank’s listing in Hong 
Kong, since the issue was dealt with 
in 1999 before the bank’s listing in 
Shanghai. Since our establishment, 
Minsheng has hired international 
accounting firms to provide perfor- 
mance reports and, in particular, we 
invited foreign firms to handle our 
IPO in Hong Kong. We have com- 
pleted all required procedures for 


issuing our IPO and the listing will 
continue as planned.” 

Dong was referring to the fact 
that the name change had already 
been approved by the shareholders 
at a meeting in 1999, a decision 
about which the erring employees 
apparently were unaware when they 
forged the document. 

The bank’s foreign underwriters 
have not issued any comments on 
the controversy. 

Dong said he hoped the bank 
would be able to hold its IPO in 
Hong Kong within the first half of 
this year. However, the Wall Street 
Journal reported on February 21 
that the Hong Kong Stock Exchange 
would conduct extra-strict checks 
of the bank’s qualifications, likely 
slowing the process. 

Jones Ng, president of the Beijing 
branch of Hong Kong-based Bank 
of East Asia told the 21st Century 
Business Tribune last Friday that 
the event would affect the reputa- 
tion of Chinese banks and could 
have a negative impact on the ongo- 
ing drives by the four major state- 
owned banks to list on markets in 
Hong Kong and New York. 


Lenovo lines lip 
for 2008 Olympic 
Partnership 


Sunrana Buys Snoopy Rights 

By Tony Shaw 

A domestic cosmetics firm’s 
decision to promote a foreign 
brand has been raising eye- 
brows as many Chinese cosmet- 
ics labels are being acquired by 
overseas counterparts such as 
L’Oreal. 

Last November, Zhuhai, 
Guangdong Province-based cos- 
metic producer Sunrana was 
granted exclusive rights to 
making and marketing Snoopy 
brand cosmetic products in the 
China market. The cosmetics la- 
bel is owned by US-based Unit- 
ed Feature Syndicate (UFS). 
The deal was sealed after four 
years of negotiations between 
the two sides. 

Sunrana executive Zhai Wan- 
ru told Guangzhou Daily on 
Monday that his company held 
the right to make Snoopy prod- 
ucts for an extended period, add- 
ing that UFS would check the 
operation of the brand in China 
every two years. 

On Tuesday, Zhai told Beijing 
Times that Sunrana would di- 
vide its Snoopy cosmetics into 
four categories of products spe- 
cifically targeted at babies, tod- 
dlers, children and adults. The 
company plans to make over 
300 items in 17 product lines. 

The company told the press 
on Tuesday that the first batch 
of its domestically-made Snoopy 
products would be aimed at 
young customers between the 
ages of 15 and 26. Sales will 
start before May 1 and new 
products for the autumn and 
winter seasons will be released 
in August. 

According to the Guangzhou 
Daily report, industry analysts 
expect the Snoopy cosmetic 
product line could generate a 
sales volume of 60 million yuan 
this year. 


McDonald’s Price Cut to Challenge KFC? 



UFS has already sold the rights to Snoopy brand clothes and other products in the 
China market. Photos by Photocome 


By Shan Jinliang 

Giant domestic computer maker 
Lenovo Group is ready to sign a $80 
million deal with the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) to become 
an Olympic Partner (TOP) for the 2008 
Games in Beijing, according to a re- 
port in Shanghai-based Youth Daily 
last Thursday. 

At a press conference in Beijing 
on Wednesday, Lenovo spokesperson 
Wang Guixin did not deny that re- 
port, but only said the company was 
looking for an appropriate role in the 
2008 Olympics, not necessarily mean- 
ing TOP membership. She added that 
in 2001, the computer maker had al- 
ready donated 120 million yuan to sup- 
port Beijing’s bid to host the Games. 

The IOC allows for there to be 10 
TOP companies for each Olympics. 
Nine positions for the 2008 Games 
have already gone to Coca-cola, Kodak, 
Swatch, Schlumberger, John Hancock, 
Samsung, General Motors, Panasonic 
and Visa. A few large domestic compa- 
nies pushing for status on the global 
market, such as Qingdao-based Haier 
and local enterprises Lenovo and Yan- 
jing, are currently in heated competi- 
tion for the coveted tenth slot. 

According to Cai Junwu, marketing 
consultant to the Beijing Olympic Orga- 
nizing Committee, Lenovo is the front- 
runner among the domestic competitors. 
According to an article in Shenzhen 
Commercial Daily last Friday, as of yet, 
there is no official partner for the supply 
of information and timing systems, a 
service traditionally provided by a TOP, 
for the 2008 Olympics. 

Cai said, “TOP companies pay 
around $65 million for the privilege. 
However, the exact figures for sponsor- 
ship rights are not disclosed.” 

Lenovo launched its international- 
ization strategy in mid-2003 and its 
targets call for the company to acheive 
a global annual sales volume of $10 bil- 
lion by 2010. Overseas sales currently 
account for less than 10 percent of the 
company’s revenues. Company Presi- 
dent Yang Yuanqing said last year that 
the company was aiming to raise that 
proportion to 25 to 30 percent in the 
next three to five years. 

While Lenovo runs headlong towards 
TOP status, some Chinese industry an- 
alysts are urging domestic companies 
exercise caution. Xie Kang, researcher 
at the Shanghai Academy of Social Sci- 
ences, told Youth Daily last Thursday, 
“TOP status is both an opportunity and 
a trap for domestic companies.” 

He noted that Lenovo’s annual sales 
volume of under $3 billion pales in 
comparison to the $70 billion and $40 
billion in annual sales of established 
TOPs Panasonic and Samsung. Xie ar- 
gued that domestic companies should be 
more concerned about improving their 
performance than making massive in- 
vestments on advertising campaigns. 


By David Huang/ Yang Qing 

On February 23, fast food chain 
McDonald’s launched price cuts of up 
to 5 yuan on several of its popular 
products. The campaign, set to run 
through August 24, is widely believed 
to represent a new push by McDon- 
ald’s to challenge KFC, its primary ri- 
val in the China market. 

The price cuts apply to filet-o-fish 
and double cheeseburger sandwiches, 
sundaes, small French fries and other 
products. 

Beijing McDonald’s Food Co. has 
called the move the first phase in 
its new nationwide promotional cam- 


paign. The company announced that 
another promotion would be launched 
on August 25 but did not disclose any 
details about the second phase. 

According to a report in Beijing 
Youth Daily on Monday, sources close 
to McDonald’s said the price cuts were 
not set by McDonald’s China but by 
its US headquarters and only apply 
to the 600 McDonald’s restaurants in 
this country. 

The same day the price cuts were 
announced, KFC publicized the launch 
of a new barbequed pork chop sand- 
wich in the seven domestic cities 
of Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, 


Shenzhen, Suzhou, Hangzhou and 
Wuxi. Sales of the product are set to 
start on Monday. 

Zhang Jianzhong, assistant to the 
general manager of KFC Beijing, told 
the press last week that his company 
was not ready to comment on its ri- 
val’s price cuts, but did say that KFC 
would maintain a cautious product 
pricing policy. 

The Beijing Youth Daily article 
speculated the price cuts could be in- 
tended to seize market share from 
KFC, which has been struggling in 
China under the effects of public fear 
about bird flu. 


HSBC Running RMB Business 
for Domestic Companies 

The Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking 
Corp. has started to offer Renminbi ser- 
vices to non-foreign-invested companies 
in China’s interior regions. 

Last Thursday, HSBC’s Shanghai 
Branch launched RMB services, includ- 
ing the extension of RMB loans and 
issuance of letters of credits, to non-over- 
seas-invested enterprises, mainly state 
firms and private enterprises, in the two 
coastal provinces of Jiangsu and Zhejiang 
and 13 mainland cities. 

Those cities are Shanghai, Shenzhen, 
Dalian, Tianjin, Guangzhou, Zhuhai, Qin- 
gdao, Nanjing, Wuhan, Jinan, Fuzhou, 
Chengdu and Chongqing, according to 
HSBC Chief Executive of China Business 
Dicky Yip. 

Three other overseas financial insti- 
tutions have been approved by the Chi- 
na Banking Regulatory Commission to 
start trial RMB services, including New 
York-based Citibank, Hong Kong’s Bank 
of East Asia and Japan’s Mizuho Bank. 
Previously, foreign banks were only al- 
lowed to offer RMB business to foreign- 
invested enterprises. 

“It’s a major step (for China) to open 
its market after entering the World Trade 
Organization,” Yip said. 

China became a full member of the 
WTO in 2001. 

HSBC is the first overseas financial in- 
stitution to launch Renminbi business for 
Chinese-invested companies in the interi- 
or regions. 

HSBC branches in Shenzhen, Qingdao, 
Tianjin, Dalian, Wuhan and Guangzhou 
had also applied to offer Renminbi servic- 
es to local firms, Yip said. 

He said the bank was expected to do 
the same in Beijing in December, when 
the capital is scheduled to allow overseas 
banks to conduct RMB business. 

HSBC launched foreign currency ser- 
vices for domestic companies in April 
2002. (Xinhua) 

S&P Makes First Foray 
into A-sharo Indicos 


The launch of the S&P/CITIC index 
series on March 1 marked Standard & 
Poor’s first shot at developing A-share in- 
dices in China in partnership with a local 
financial institution. 

The indices, named S&P/CITIC 300 
and S&P/CITIC 50, were jointly devel- 
oped by Standard & Poor’s and CITIC 
Securities Co. 

The first is a benchmark index com- 
posed of 300 A-share companies with large 
capitalization and good liquidity in a di- 
versified range of industries, while the 
second is intended as more of an invest- 
ment guide that tracks the movements of 
the 50 large-capped blue chips. 

Critical need has emerged for a com- 
prehensive benchmark to accurately track 
the China market, said Robert A. Shakot- 
ko, Standard & Poor’s managing director 
of index services. 

Standard & Poor’s has used its global 
indexing methodology in constructing the 
S&P/CITIC indices. A joint venture will 
be established between the company and 
CITIC Securities to independently oper- 
ate the indices, according to Shakatko. 

CITIC Securities Chairman Wang 
Dongming said the two sides would in- 
crease co-operation in the future and 
develop new products like index funds, ex- 
change-traded funds and index futures. 

Harvest Fund Management and Great- 
wall Fund Management announced deci- 
sions Monday to make the new indices the 
bases for the development of their own in- 
dex funds. 

Apart from the indices issued by the 
two stock exchanges in China, some finan- 
cial institutions have also developed in- 
dices tracking A shares or B shares over 
the past few years, including the Xinhua / 
FTSE index series that were jointly devel- 
oped by Xinhua Financial Network and 
the FTSE Group. (Xinhua) 


China Telecom May Bring in 
$1 Billion from Stock, Bonds 

China’s biggest fixed-line phone com- 
pany, China Telecom, said on Tuesday it 
may raise as much as $1 billion selling stock 
and bonds to help finance its business. 

The sale may include new Class H 
shares, which are traded in Hong Kong, 
American depositary shares and bonds 
that can be converted into the company’s 
stock. 

China Telecom paid $5.6 billion in cash 
last year to buy six provincial phone net- 
works from its state-owned parent. 

It has also held talks to buy more net- 
works from China Telecommunications 
Corporation. The purchases could be worth 
as much as $7.7 billion. (CRI) 
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Ell imposes Sanctions on US Goods 


Brussels, February 29 (FT) - For the 
first time in the history of transatlantic 
trade relations, the European Union will 
on Monday impose trade sanctions on 
US goods, in an attempt to force Wash- 
ington lawmakers to repeal controver- 
sial corporate tax breaks. 

EU customs officials will levy an addi- 
tional 5 percent tariff on a wide range of 
American products. The duty on imports 
of natural honey, for example, will rise 
from 17.3 percent to 22.3 percent. Roller 
skates will be subject to a 7.7 percent 
duty, up from 2.7 percent. 

The punitive tariffs will also apply 
to textiles, agricultural products, steel 
and glass, books and newspapers, sugar 
and toys - even nuclear reactors. And 
they will rise, by 1 percentage point 
each month, until they affect US exports 
worth $666 million a year. 

The aim is to force the US Congress 
to change the foreign sales corporation 
provision (FSC), which grants tax 


breaks to US exporters and was ruled 
illegal by the World Trade Organisa- 
tion in 2002. 

But to John Disharoon, vice president 
of the trade committee at the American 
chamber of commerce to the EU, Monday 
is simply “a sad day for trade relations 
between the US and Europe”. He says: 
“Nobody wants to see sanctions. It adds 
to the negative climate.” 

European companies share some of 
Mr Disharoon’s concerns. But according 
to one trade expert, there is “no sense 
of disaster” among European trade offi- 
cials, business lobbies and observers. 
The European Commission is keen to 
play down the significance of the trade 
sanctions. It insists that Brussels has 
shown patience and diplomacy in the 
run-up to March 1, and that Washing- 
ton as well as US companies have had 
ample warning and enough time to pre- 
pare for the sanctions. 

“We’ve been extremely patient, but 


there is no way now we can avoid these 
sanctions, which hopefully will concen- 
trate a few minds on the urgency of 
this legislation,” Pascal Lamy, EU trade 
commissioner, told reporters in Wash- 
ington on Friday following two days 
of meetings with US lawmakers. He 
added: “The day the necessary legisla- 
tion is there, I will remove the sanc- 
tions.” Officials close to Mr Lamy have 
argued for months that there would be 
no backlash from US lawmakers. 

Analyst’s Take: 

In the last two years, frictions between 
the US and Europe have been increasing 
on politics, trade and diplomacy. How to 
mend the transatlantic rift has become a 
hot topic. 

The sanctions imposed by the EU are 
a heavy blow to the Bush administration 
for the following reasons. 

First, it will cause US export trade 
to deteriorate. At present, the US and 


Europe are each other’s main trade 
partner. In 2002, EU exports to the US 
were worth 240 billion euros while the 
imports were worth 176 billion euros. 
So the retaliatory measures taken by 
the EU will greatly affect US export 
trade this year. In recent years, the US 
foreign trade deficit has been rising 
rapidly. In 2002, the deficit totaled 
US$489 billion. In 2003, the sharp 
depreciation of the US dollar against 
the euro helped exports of US goods 
and the deficit increase thus slowed 
down. However, the retaliatory tariffs 
imposed on the US goods will offset 
this benefit. 

Second, the retaliatory measures 
may threaten Bush’s reelection for a 
second term as president. The longer it 
takes for the US Congress to pass new 
legislation, the less favorable the situa- 
tion will become for Bush. 

- Yang Liming , professor ; school 
of commerce, Rcnmin University 


Oil Slumps After US Crude 
Stocks Build 

New York, March 3 (Reuters) - High- 
flying oil prices sank more than 2 per- 
cent on Wednesday as a build in tight 
US crude inventories spurred a rash of 
profit-taking from crude’s fierce recent 
rally to pre-Iraq War highs. 

US light crude lost as much as $1.25 
a barrel on initial reaction to the stock 
build, but settled 86 cents lower at $36 
a barrel. In London, Brent crude closed 
down 95 cents at $32.20 a barrel. 

Oil has surged more than $3.50 a 
barrel, or 12 percent, since the OPEC 
cartel’s February 10 decision to cut 
supply quotas from April and elimi- 
nate production “leaks.” Some trad- 
ers had noted the market was ripe for 
profit-taking. 

Prices slumped after the US govern- 
ment’s Energy Information Administra- 
tion (EIA) reported a two-million-barrel 
build in crude inventories. 



McDonald’s to Downsize 
Menu 

Chicago, March 3 (Reuters) - McDon- 
ald’s Corp., battered by criticism of 
its fatty foods, said it would eliminate 
Supersize french fries and soft drinks 
by the end of the year, part of a swing 
towards pleasing health-minded cus- 
tomers and simplifying its menu. 

McDonald’s Supersize option, 
which includes a 7-ounce carton of 
fries and 42-ounce fountain soda, has 
been targeted by critics as contribut- 
ing to a growing obesity crisis in the 
United States where more than half 
the population is considered over- 
weight or obese. 

Hyundai Chooses Slovakia 

March 2 (FT) - Hyundai Motor 
Group will build its planned European 
car plant in Slovakia, dealing a blow 
to Poland, which had also competed for 
the investment. 

The decision by South Korea ‘s larg- 
est carmaker ends months of aggres- 
sive lobbying by the two countries to 
win one of the biggest foreign invest- 
ments in central Europe this year. 

The plant - to be located in Zilina, 
northern Slovakia - is the latest step 
in Hyundai’s rapid global expansion, 
following the opening of factories in the 
US and China over the past two years. 

Coke Taps Into UK Water 

London, March 2 
(Reuters) - The recipe for 
Coca-Cola is a jealously 
guarded secret but the 
main ingredient for Coke’s 
new British drink couldn’t 
be more transparent - 
London tap water. 

Coca-Cola Company 
spokeswoman Judith 
Snyder said Tuesday that 
Dasani, Coke’s attempt 
to tap into Britain’s one 
billion-pound-a-year bot- 
tled water market, took its raw mate- 
rial from the water mains in Sidcup, 
South-East London. 

But she insisted the water then went 
through a complex purification process 
using three filters, including a “state- 
of-the art” process known as reverse 
osmosis, before various minerals were 
added back in to improve taste. 

Swiss Cities Preferable to 
Baghdad 

London, February 29 (Reuters) - 
Baghdad, which suffered war and occu- 
pation in 2003, ranked the worst place 
to live in the world in a survey just 
published. 

Concerns over security and precari- 
ous infrastructure were among the rea- 
sons putting Baghdad at the bottom 
of a survey on the quality of life in 
215 world cities by Mercer Human 
Resources Consulting. 

Zurich and Geneva in Switzerland 
were one and two in the poll, which 
takes into account factors such as the 
political and social environment, the 
level of education, the efficiency of 
transport systems and standards of 
recreational facilities. 


Interbrew, 
AmBev link Up 


Brussels, Belgium, March 3 (AP) - Brewing 
giant Interbrew of Belgium announced plans 
Wednesday to take a controlling stake in AmBev 
of Brazil in a stock and debt swap deal to create 
the world’s largest brewer. 

The new firm, Interbrew Ambev, would have 
a global market share of approximately 14 per- 
cent, combined revenue of $11.9 billion and 
pretax earnings of $3 billion, according to an 
Interbrew statement. 

Interbrew will issue 141.7 million new Inter- 
brew shares for 100 percent of Braco S.A., a Bra- 
zilian holding company for the current interests 
of a group of AmBev’s controlling shareholders. 

AmBev will issue 9.5 billion AmBev ordinary 
shares and 13.8 billion preferred shares to Inter- 
brew and assume debt of $1.5 billion in exchange 
for Interbrew’s wholly owned Canadian subsidiary 
Labatt, including its 30 percent interest in Femsa 
Cerveza SA de CV and its 70 percent interest in 
Labatt USA. Labatt will be merged into AmBev. 

InterbrewAmBev will be headquartered in 
Leuven and traded on the Brussels exchange, 
while AmBev will continue to be a publicly 
traded company on the Brazilian and the New 
York stock exchange. 



The CEO ofAmBev Carlos Brito (R) and Co-President 
VictorioCarlos de Marchi pose during a press confer- 
ence in Sao Paulo, March 3, 2004. AP Photo 


Wal-Mart Buys 
Bompreco 

New York, March 1 (Dow Jones) - Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. acquired Bompreco, a 118-unit retail 
chain, for $300 million from Royal Ahold N.V., 
giving it its first stores in the Northeast Brazil 
market. 

In a press release Monday, Wal-Mart said the 
purchase includes hypermarkets, supermarkets 
and mini markets employing more than 20,000 
employees, who will join Wal-Mart Brazil. 

Separately, Ahold said it is also selling Hip- 
ercard, Bompreco’s credit card manager and one 
of Brazil’s leading credit card companies, to 
Unibanco SA for $200 million. 

Hipercard will continue to be accepted in all 
Bompreco stores. 

Ahold, which put its Brazil assets on the 
block last year, plans to use proceeds from the 
two sales to reduce debt. 

Media Report: 


As the number one retailer in the world, Wal- 
Mart has adopted a strategy of globalization 
since it first expanded across borders. 

In 1993, its overseas stores only accounted 
for 1% of the total number, while this percentage 
increased to 25% in 2000 and 27% in 2002. From 
1996 to 2000, 27% of its increase in sales was 
from overseas branches. Even if in the two years 
of 2001 and 2002 the global market was not so 
brisk, the contribution of its overseas stores to 
its sales was still 17%. 

Wal-Mart’s doing this because its domestic 
market is already saturated. Secondly, the inter- 
national market is quite promising. And thirdly, 
new industries provide development space for 
cheap discount retailing. 

- Cyherway-china.com 



Tokyo, March 3 (AP) - A Japanese company unveiled 
on Tuesday a prototype of a human-shaped walking 
robot it said will be mass produced for sale at $4,600 
by the end of the year. 

Tokyo-based ZMP, which has so far only made 
robots for research and rental, expects to sell about 
3,000 units of the new Nuvo model, which will be 
manufactured by another company. 

Although other Japanese companies, including 
electronics and entertainment giant Sony and auto- 


maker Honda, have created humanoids, the machines 
have merely taken part in events and are not on sale 
for consumers. Sony’s Aibo doglike robot has been 
mass produced and starts at $780. 

The 15-inch-tall Nuvo walks on two legs, picks itself 
up when it falls, recognizes voice commands such as 
“advance” and “stop,” and is controlled by remote from 
a cell phone. It has a digital camera in its head that 
relays images of its surroundings to a videophone from 
Japan’s top mobile carrier NTT DoCoMo. AFP Photo 


Bowling Writes into Billionaire Club 


New York, February 27 (Reuters) 
- “Harry Potter “ author J.K. Rowl- 
ing and the founders of web engine 
Google joined Forbes magazine’s 
list of world billionaires in a year 
where booming stock markets fat- 
tened the bankrolls of the rich. 

Rowling, once an unemployed 
single mother, saw her wealth rise 
to $1 billion after the publication of 
the latest “Harry Potter” novel and 
the success of the wizardly charac- 
ter as a movie franchise, the maga- 
zine said on Thursday. 

Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates 
was the world’s richest man for 
the 10th year running with a per- 
sonal fortune of over $46 billion, 
but investor Warren Buffett was 
catching up. 

The world’s mega-rich grew even 
richer over the past year as their 
stock portfolios swelled, catapult- 
ing the total number of billionaires 
to a record 587. 

The total net worth of the world’s 
billionaires added up to a stagger- 
ing $1.9 trillion dollars, equal to 
almost one fifth of the giant US 
economy. 

The top 10 was rounded out by 
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five members of the Walton family, 
which owns discount-chain Wal- 
Mart, each with an equal share in 
a $100 billion fortune - more than 
Gates and Buffett combined. 

Rising oil prices helped eight 
new Russian entrepreneurs 
squeeze into the select list of the 
world’s extremely rich. 

Media Report: 

The US is still home to 50% 
of the world’s mega-rich people, 
making it “the richest” country. Six- 
teen Hong Kong billionaires are 
on the list. In 2003, Li Ka-shing, 
president of Cheung Kong Group, 


increased his fortune by US$4.6 
billion dollars. 

- Beijing Star Daily, March 1 

Analyst’s Take: 

The number of Russian billion- 
aires has risen from 17 a year ago 
to 25. The total worth of the 25 bil- 
lionaires adds up to almost US$80 
billion, equal to one quarter of the 
country’s annual GDP. The super- 
rich are mostly from the natural oil 
and gas industries, most of whom 
made their fortune through priva- 
tization of these industries in the 
1990s. Meanwhile, quite a few bil- 
lionaires on the list have been 
accused by Russian prosecutors as 
suspects in economic crimes. 

Meanwhile, the living standard 
of the average Russian is still below 
the level it was at just before the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union. 
It is reported that almost one quar- 
ter of Russians live below the pov- 
erty line, US$53 per month, a level 
set by the government. 

No other country has seen so 
many people collect such huge for- 
tunes in such a short period of time. 

- Xie Rong , Xinhua Reporter 
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Dead Magpie Sparks Bird Flu Fears 




Chaoyang Animal Quarantine Staff disinfected 
the hospital roof. . Photos by Cui Jun 


...and safely transported the dead bird away for dissection. 


By Chen Si 

T he discovery of a dead magpie on the 
roof of the Sino-Japan Friendship 
Hospital sent local epidemic contain- 
ment staff scrambling on Monday, as the 
bird was feared to have been a victim of 
avian influenza, or bird flu. 

Beijing Youth Daily reported the next 
day that Zhang Shunan, vice director of 
hospital’s department of medical affairs 
made the call to the Chaoyang Animal 
Quarantine Office regarding the deceased 
magpie. The bird was spotted on the roof of 
building K2 in the hospital’s International 
Medical Treating Department by a patient 
in an opposite ward. 

When they arrived at the hospital, two 
quarantine office staff members donned 
protective clothing and proceeded to thor- 
oughly disinfect the dead bird and the sur- 
rounding area. The magpie’s body was put 
into a double-layered plastic bag, disinfect- 
ed again and then shut in an airtight case. 
They sprayed the case with disinfectant, 


sealed it in an airtight bag and took it back 
for inspection and dissection. That office 
reported on Thursday that their tests con- 
clusively proved the bird died as a result of 
ingesting rat poison, not from bird flu. 

“It was the fourth time that we have 
found a dead bird on our premises recently. 
The first three were also confirmed to not 
be victims of bird flu,” Zhang told Beijing 
Today this Thursday. 

Liu Jun, head of the Chaoyang Animal 
Quarantine Office, told Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly on March 1 that his organization had 
received such calls about potential avian 
bird flu victims every day since the out- 
break of the deadly disease in Southeast 
Asia. In one such incident, office staff re- 
sponded to a call only to find the unmoving 
chicken in question was actually made of 
rubber. 

The Beijing government is urging all 
residents of the capital to report any dead 
birds they see to local quarantine offices 
for collection, disinfecting and inspection. 



A heavily-armored 


bomb removal 



technican cuts wires 
between two of the 
suspect containers. 
The police later 
announced the object 
was not a bomb. 


Bomb Squad Disarms Suspicious Bag 


By Yu Shanshan 

The disposal of a suspected 
bomb froze and fascinated traf- 
fic on Yulinxi Road in Fengtai 
District on Monday morning. 

Around 10 am that day, a lo- 
cal shoe repairwoman noticed 
a green bag lying beneath an 
iron sewer grate not far from 
her roadside stand. Curious, 
she pried up the grate, grabbed 
the bag and opened it. Inside 
were three plastic tubes, two 
white and one red, each about 
15 centimeters long and three 
centimeters wide, all connect- 
ed by wires. 

The woman, sumamed Wang, 
later told the Beijing Times , “It 
looked just like the kind of bombs 
they show on TV, so I didn’t dare 
touch anything.” 

She carefully put the bag 
down and sent a friend to 
call the police. Officers arrived 
around 10:30 am. They placed a 
green bomb suppression blan- 


ket over the bag and stretched 
police line to enclose an area of 
600 square meters around the 
suspicious item. 

People in nearby buildings 
were asked to close their win- 
dows and onlookers were told 
to keep a safe distance. “This 
is not an exercise,” shouted one 
police officer. 

At 11:53, two bomb remov- 
al specialists arrived at the 
scene. One put on a full body 
shield and approached the 
bag, returning to confer with 
his colleague before taking 
action. 

A few minutes later, four oth- 
er members of the bomb squad 
brought out a special bomb 
removal robot, which was set 
around 20 meters away from 
the bag. Using remote control, 
the police had the robot move to 
the bag, gently pick it up and 
set it down again at the center 
of the road. The robot then ex- 



Robotic assistance was brought in 
for some of the most potentially dan- 
gerous work. Photos by Pu Feng 



Police used a bomb suppression blan- 
ket to cover the bag before the bomb 
squad started work. 


tracted the three tubes from the 
bag and retreated. 

A shielded bomb expert ap- 
proached the bag and cut the 
wires between the tubes. At 
12:15 pm, the robot was used 
again to detonate one of three 
tubes with a high-pressure 
gun. There was a small explo- 
sion followed by a puff of white 
smoke. The two other tubes 
were then destroyed by one of 
the bomb removal technicians. 

The police conducted a thor- 
ough investigation of a nearby 
residential complex and then 
sounded the all-clear at 12:50. 
The police line was removed 
30 minutes later and traffic re- 
turned to normal. 

Beijing Public Security Bu- 
reau spokesman Zhang Guan- 
ghua told Beijing Today on 
Wednesday that the object in 
the bag was not a bomb, but 
refused to disclose any further 
information on the case. 


World Champion Shows Off English Chops Phone Scam Preys on Bus Passengers 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Last Saturday, From Bound 
Feet to Olympic Gold in China: 
The Case of Women's Table Ten- 
nis , a new book in English by Chi- 
nese world table tennis champion 
Deng Yaping, was released at a 
ceremony at Tsinghua University. 
The book is based on an academ- 
ic paper that Deng wrote while a 
graduate student at Nottingham 
University in the UK. 

In China, Deng is almost as well 
known for her academic success 
as for her ping pong prowess. She 
holds 18 world championship and 
four Olympic titles and stood as 
the top women’s table tennis play- 
er in the world for seven straight 
years. Since retiring from the game 
in 1997, she has gone on to earn a 
BA in English from Tsinghua Uni- 
versity, a Master’s in contemporary 
Chinese history from Nottingham 
and is currently working on a PhD 


at Cambridge University. 

The book is a collection of in- 
terviews with 16 high-ranking na- 
tional sports officials, including the 
manager of the Chinese national 
table tennis team, as well as coach- 
es and players from national wom- 
en’s sports teams about the secrets 
behind the great success of Chi- 
nese women athletes over the past 
couple decades. 

A report in Beijing Morning 
Post last Sunday quoted Deng as 
saying, “I kept two questions at 
the front of my mind when I was 
writing the paper. First, why are 
Chinese women athletes so out- 
standing, surpassing the men in 
many cases? Second, why has Chi- 
na been able to stay at the top of 
international table tennis for over 
40 years? I wanted to explain why 
to the West, and also to look at 
the economic development in Chi- 
na that has come from sport.” 


By Jiang Yongzhu 

A batch of 100,000 tick- 
ets for public buses run by 
Yuntong Keyuan Co. were 
confiscated by local authori- 
ties on February 24 because 
they carried misleading ad- 
vertisements. 

The ads claimed that peo- 
ple who called the number 
9501 0800 and answered a 
question about the Beijing 
Olympics could win free long- 
distance IP call time. No men- 
tion was made of fees charged 
during the calls. 

“I dialed that number and 
then a recording said that I 
could make a free long-dis- 
tance IP call if I answered the 
question correctly. But then 
it said there was charge of 3 
yuan per minute for the infor- 
mation part of the call,” a lo- 
cal man surnamed Zheng told 


the Beijing Times on Sunday. 
He hung up and then contact- 
ed the Haidian District Indus- 
try and Commerce Bureau, 
in what was the first time lo- 
cal authorities were alerted to 
the scam. 

According to an inves- 
tigation conducted by the 
Qinglingqiao Industry and 
Commerce Office under the 
Haidian bureau, the ads and 
service were run by local com- 
pany Zhonghongxun Informa- 
tion Technology. The so-called 
“information fees” were actu- 
ally charged throughout the 
calls and the company earned 
over 500,000 yuan through 
the fraudulent service since 
December 2003. 

The company has been 
slapped with a 100,000-yuan 
fine by the Qinglingqiao In- 
dustry and Commerce Office. 


Reborn Beauty a Fraud 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Hao Lulu became a household 
name last summer when she vol- 
unteered to be completely “re- 
made” by a local plastic surgery 
clinic. Press coverage of her pub- 
lic emergence following several 
operations at the EverCare cos- 
metic surgery clinic was equally 
massive. After a few months out 
of the spotlight, however, Hao, 
25, is again the subject of inten- 
sive public scrutiny, not because 
of her new looks, but as a result 
of doubts over her background. 

In a personal resume dis- 
tributed to the media before her 
face and body were altered, Hao 
claimed to have done so well in 
primary and junior high school 
that she finished the normally 
nine-year course of study in a 
mere six years. She said she 
graduated from the China Uni- 
versity of Geosciences at the 
age of 19 and then spent three 
years in the UK studying jew- 
elry appraisal. 

Over the past several months, 
however, a few people who knew 
Hao before she went under the 
knife have contacted Beijing 
Youth Daily to refute her 
claimed background. The news- 
paper’s reporters have subse- 
quently conducted interviews 
with former classmates and 
teachers and with Hao herself 
to determine the veracity of her 
claims of scholastic excellence. 

According to a report pub- 
lished Tuesday, the Beijing Youth 
Daily reporters found Hao’s re- 
cords from her time at Dongzhi- 
men Middle School indicated she 
was an average student and did 
not graduate faster than normal. 
When the reporters contacted the 
China University of Geosciences, 
they were quickly told that the 
university had no records on Hao 
Lulu, as staff had been searching 



Hao Lulu, shown after her plastic sur- 
gery (above) and before (below), gained 
instant fame when she agreed to under- 
go the procedures last summer. 



their files for information on the 
young woman since her claims 
were first published and turned 
up nothing 

Moreover, Hao’s poor English 
has generated doubts over her al- 
leged study in the UK. EverCare 
marketing director Bao Huai told 
Beijing Youth Daily , “I never 
doubted her at first, but later I 
had to serve as her interpreter 
when she talked to foreign me- 
dia. In fact, I’ve never heard her 
speak English.” 


Mr. Sichuan Mom? 


By Shan Jinliang 

Despite being the only man 
enrolled at the Chengdu An- 
wei Housekeeping School, Zeng 
Hongxin did not look uncom- 
fortable when lessons began 
last Wednesday. 

Once he graduates, Zeng, 37, 
should become the first male house- 
keeper from Sichuan Province to 
be employed at a local home. 

Zeng had worked as a rural 
doctor in his hometown in Wang- 
cang County, Sichuan for 10 
years before he signed up for the 
training course. 

“I could only earn 500 to 600 
yuan a month in Wangcang. It’s 
a very poor place,” Zeng told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday. When 
he learned that there was great 
demand for housekeepers from 
Sichuan in the capital in Janu- 
ary, he decided to change careers 


and move to Beijing. 

Zeng arrived at the Anwei 
Housekeeping School, run by the 
Anwei Housekeeping Corpora- 
tion, on February 17. Eight days 
later, a person in Beijing contact- 
ed the company in order to find a 
male housekeeper to take care of 
his elderly father. 

“Gold shines the same every- 
where,” said Zeng, “and if no Beijing 
families are willing to hire a male 
housekeeper, only their traditional 
mindsets are to blame.” 

Since pouring into Beijing 
before Spring Festival, many 
Sichuanese housekeepers have 
encountered problems and been 
fired. Zeng said he was confident 
he would be able to find and keep 
a position with a high salary be- 
cause unlike other housekeepers, 
we would have undergone train- 
ing before starting work. 



Zeng Hongxin could only earn 500 to 600 yuan a month at his previous job as a 
doctor in rural Sichuan Province. Photo by Liu Minggang 


Quick Answers to Nature’s Call 


By Jiang Yongzhu 

Signs pointing the way to pub- 
lic toilets debuted along heavily- 
trafficked streets in Dongcheng 
District on February 24. The 
60 signboards, each positioned 
within 100 meters of a public 
lavatory, are the first of their 
kind in Beijing. 

Large arrows on the signs point 
towards the nearest public facili- 
ties and directions are provided in 
both Chinese and English. 

“It’s hard to find a public toi- 


let in this crowded area when 
you need one badly, and asking 
the way to the nearest toilet is 
embarrassing,” said a local wom- 
an surnamed Li who works in 
the Wangfujing area. 

According to an employee from 
the Dongcheng Environment and 
Sanitation Department, the toi- 
let guides were erected in re- 
sponse to complaints from both 
local residents and visitors. He 
said that more of the signs are 
set to appear in the near future. 
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Doctors 
In Peril 


By Sun Ming 

O n February 11, a vi- 
cious attack took place 
at West China Hospital 
in Chengdu, the capital of 
Sichuan Province. 

The hospital’s Common Surgi- 
cal Department, around 70 peo- 
ple, had gathered for a regular 
meeting. Dr. Li Ning, the direc- 
tor of the department, sat in the 
middle of the first row. 

A middle aged woman wear- 
ing a scarf walked up to Dr. Li 
just after the meeting began. “Are 
you Dr. Li?” she asked. When he 
said yes, the woman suddenly 
pulled out a kitchen knife. She 
started screaming at him and at- 
tacked Dr. Li with the knife. 

Doctors intervened and police 
arrived a few minutes later, but 
Li had already been seriously in- 
jured. He had bad cuts on the 
head and on his arms which he 
had put up to protect himself. 



Medical staff protest 


Chengdu police said on Feb- 
ruary 11 that the woman, Chen 
Wenxuan, 55, was a retired teach- 
er from Shaocheng Middle School 
in the city. Chen committed the 
crime because she thought that Li 
had failed to treat her husband, a 
liver cancer patient, properly. 

In June 2002, Chen’s husband 
Shang Bo (pseudonym) was diag- 
nosed with liver cancer at West 
China Hospital. Dr. Li performed 
puncture therapy for Shang. 

However, Shang didn’t get 
better after the therapy. A few 
months later, he began to expe- 
rience serious side effects. Chen 
thought Dr. Li should have cut 
away diseased parts of her hus- 
band’s liver instead of using 
puncture therapy. 

On February 13, West China 
Hospital organized for a group of 
medical experts to check Shang’s 
medical record. The experts de- 
cided that Li and his assistants’ 
diagnoses and treatment for 
Shang were correct. 

Li is now recovering in hospital. 

This is just one of many simi- 
lar incidents that have occurred 
in China in recent years. On July 
10 2002, Wang Wanlin, a well- 
known expert in blood diseases 
and a senior professor at the 
No.l Hospital Affiliated with the 
Hunan Institute of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, died after be- 
ing stabbed 46 times by Peng 
Shikuan, a former patient. 

A survey conducted by the 
Beijing Doctors’ Association 
among 71 hospitals in Beijing 
found that over the past three 
years, there have been more than 
600 cases of attacks on medical 



Li Ning was quickly taken to the emergency room 


staff. Ninety people have been se- 
riously injured in these attacks. 

It’s attracted attention to the 
subject of doctor-patient conflicts. 
Why are these disputes so intense? 
How can doctors’ legal rights be 
protected? Opinions follow: 

Liu Zhanpei, surgeon at West 
China Hospital 

My colleagues and I are still 
in deep sorrow. How can this kind 
of violent incident take place so 
often? Just two years ago, Wang 
Kai, another surgeon in our hos- 
pital was stabbed 13 times by 
He Haijun, one of his patients. 
Wang became permanently dis- 
abled and now can only work for 
the library in our hospital. 

When I heard about Dr. Li, I 
felt very indignant. We canceled 
some operations scheduled that 
day and held a protest in the 
hospital. We hung up some ban- 
ners saying ‘Doctors can’t work 


at risk to their lives.’ 

Dr. Li told us he hoped what 
happened to him would attract 
people’s attention to this problem. 

The lack of standard practice 
in medical treatment is one of 
the main reasons for these doc- 
tor-patient conflicts. Treatment 
may vary from doctor to doctor, 
or from hospital to hospital. If 
there was a more standard ap- 
proach, some tragedies could be 
avoided, I think. 

In some western countries, 
medical treatments are more 
standardized. There are clear 
and detailed medical provisions 
for the kinds of therapies that 
doctors should adopt with differ- 
ent diseases and different states 
of the same disease. We don’t 
have this in China. Many con- 
flicts arise from disagreement 
over treatment. If patients don’t 
get better, they or their family 


Searching for first love: Worth the Effort? 


blame the treatment. 

Dr. Li adopted puncture ther- 
apy for Chen’s husband, which 
involves injecting medicine to kill 
the virus in his liver. This is 
one way of doing it, but cutting 
out the affected tissue is also 
an option. A doctor from another 
hospital once told Chen that he 
thought this would be better for 
her husband, so Chen decided 
Dr. Li had given the wrong treat- 
ment and that this was why her 
husband didn’t get better. 

However, there is no therapy 
that can cure liver cancer. Doc- 
tors can usually only help peo- 
ple live longer. Puncture therapy 
can reduce the suffering of pa- 
tients. If a liver cancer patient 
survives more than half a year 
after this kind of therapy, the 
therapy would be considered a 
success. Shang is still alive more 
than a year and a half later, so 
Li’s therapy was successful. 

Huang Zhigang, an engineer 


General Hospital of Chengdu 
Military Region 

There’s a severe crisis of trust 
between doctors and patients in 
today’s China. 

The day before surgery, doctors 
usually tell the family of the patient 
what will happen and potential 
dangers of the surgery. Sometimes 
people secretly record the conver- 
sation because they think it might 
be useful in future. Also, some pa- 
tients make copies of the medical 
records because they are afraid we 
might change the record if some 
dispute happens in future. This sit- 
uation does no good for either hos- 
pitals or patients. 

Doctors are trying to help pa- 
tients. But we can’t deny that there 
are still a lot of unqualified doctors 
in the country. In some small cit- 
ies, many doctors don’t even have 
a bachelors degree. They lack pro- 
fessional training so medical inci- 
dents happen frequently. Also, it’s 
true that some doctors have a bad 


When I feel sick, I just buy attitude towards patients, 
some medicine as I really don’t However, it seems the media 
want to see the cold faces of doc- is happier to cover negative 


By Shan Jinliang 

A company in Nanjing has 
started offering a groundbreak- 
ing new service in China. “For 
as little as 1,000 yuan, we’ll help 
you find your first love,” says 
the advertisement, now appear- 
ing in newspapers in cities all 
around the country. As well as 
considerable interest, the idea 
is drawing fierce criticism. 

It took a while for the idea 
to catch on after the first ad 
was printed in Nanjing, capital 
of Jiangsu Province in 2001, 
but now the “First-love-find- 
ing” business has spread to 
Guangzhou, Zhuhai, Chongqing, 
Chengdu and Urumqi. 

Xia Yihai, general manager of 
Nanjing Pingjiang Information 
Service Corporation, came up 
with the idea when he realized 
he could expand his company’s 
basic lost and found services. 
“Everyone has a first love,” he 
told Nanjing-based Jinling Eve- 
ning News on January 3. 

Xia said 80 percent of the cli- 
ents for this service were female. 
The male customers were gener- 
ally successful businessmen in 
their forties. Xia said he charged 
between 1,000 and 2,000 yuan, 
and the customers should pay 
40 percent in advance. The busi- 
ness is now so popular that Xia 
says he’s short of staff. 

There have been widely dif- 
ferent responses to the busi- 
ness. It’s not been too popular in 
Shijiazhuang but it is booming 
in other cities. At the same time, 
the business is receiving both a 
warm welcome and heavy criti- 
cism from the public. 

Some of Xia’s clients have 
been able to find their first loves 
and rebuild sound relationships 
with them, while some were re- 
jected by them or even beaten 
by their spouses. Is this a worth- 
while service to provide? Opin- 
ions follow: 

Mr, Lin Ping, a manager in 
Wuhan, Hubei Province 

Xia helped me find my first 
love in Beijing. My family had 


forced me to stop seeing her 
when I was in senior middle 
school and it was a terrible blow 
for me. I often thought of her, 
even after I got married, and I 
remained curious about her life. 
When we met again in Wuhan 
this Spring Festival, she was 
not as good as I imagined; not 
young or beautiful and the pure 
feeling I had known was no 
longer there. Finding her has 
not affected my life though, and 
now we are normal friends. 

Ms. Xiao Qiu, from Jinan, 
capital of Shandong Province 

I met with my first love for 
the first time in 20 years. We 
watched the sea together, count- 
ed the masts of the boats and 
looked at the smoke rising from 
the chimneys. It felt like I had 
returned to the past, but we 
could not begin our relationship 
again, no matter how much we 
remembered it. 

One night we drove to the city 
suburbs, and he held my hands 
tightly, but he soon stepped out 
of the car and I went home. It 
is not hard to find someone in 
such a communication-crowded 
society, but what can we do af- 
ter meeting? I have my son and 
husband, how could I leave and 
betray them? So don’t try and 
find your first love. It will only 
bring frustration. 

“John Doe”, 35, married, a US 
marketing manager in Beijing 

I lost contact with my first 
love for 15 years, and I would 
like to know how her life is go- 
ing. But I think it is all the 
past, and it should stay in the 
past. If someone came to see 
me and claimed that I was her 
first love, I would find it awk- 
ward and strange, although I 
wouldn’t think it was offensive 
for my family. 

Dan Warthman, 56, an 

American writer in Beijing 

These kinds of businesses 
are everywhere in the US. If 
the company looks for an old 
girlfriend of mine whom I lost 
track of, then that really just 


means they are searching for 
old friends. And that’s okay. 

But it depends on how it’s 
done, how they make contact, 
and whether it will hurt the 
family or not. I wouldn’t hurt 
someone or her family; you don’t 
want to do that to someone you 
once loved. 

Shi Kang, 36, a freelance 
writer in Beijing 

I think it is silly to try and 
find your first love. Let the past 
stay in the past. I think life 
would be too troublesome if peo- 
ple are too sentimental. 

Miss Li, a college student 
from Guangzhou Sun Yat-Sen 
University 

I would be very angry if my 
first love came to see me with- 
out warning, having used a com- 
pany to find me. I could not 
tell his purpose, and even if he 
wants to have a reunion, he 
should contact me privately. I 
personally do not like commer- 
cial intervention in such a pri- 
vate matter. 

Ms. Fan Fang, 28, editor of 
a fashion magazine in Beijing 

I would like to know how my 
first love is getting along these 
days. I think of him sometimes, 
but I have a boyfriend now, so 


SOUND BITES 


I don’t find it necessary to look 
for my first love. The reunion 
with him might spoil my beauti- 
ful memories, and it might also 
be awkward for him. 

Mr. Gao, Shijiazhuang 
I still feel ashamed to re- 
member how proud and narrow 
minded I was when I was with 
my first love all that time ago. I 
thought of looking for her a few 
years ago but gave it up because 
I thought I wouldn’t succeed. It 
would be a nice feeling to ex- 
perience the process of finding 
your first love. 

Shuo Buchu Zaijian 
( Cannot say goodbye), 

Cyol.net netizen 

The past can never be re- 
gained, so why try the impos- 
sible to find someone who lives 
only in history? First love is like 
a cup of coffee, and we should 
savor it alone at midnight. 

Rxu, Cyol.net netizen 
People have beautiful memo- 
ries of their first love, but it does 
not mean they actually had a 
beautiful first love. First love, 
though painful, is beautiful in 
memory. Do not take everything 
too seriously or it can make life 
too hard. It is enough to think 
of first love. 


tors. There is an unequal doc- 
tor-patient relationship that has 
been common in China for quite 
a long time. As soon as a pa- 
tient enters a hospital, they are 
in a humble position. We often 
see doctors making a diagnosis 
and giving treatment in a sav- 
ior-like manner. It is common to 
hear doctors say: “I am the doc- 
tor. You will take whatever medi- 
cine I require you to, and receive 
whatever treatment I give you.” 
It seems that everything is in 
the doctor’s hands, and the treat- 
ment method has nothing to do 
with the patient. How can doc- 
tors and patients get along with 
each other under this kind of re- 
lationship? If patients are dis- 
satisfied with their doctors, it is 
easy for them to resort to ex- 
treme measures. 

Liu Wen, wife of a doctor in 
Beijing 

I heard from my husband that 
West China Hospital once hired 
a bodyguard for Dr. Li since he 
was threatened by a patient last 
year. The hospital also hired body- 
guards for five other doctors, all 
renowned medical experts. I felt 
very sad about this. Doctors should 
be respected, but they have to live 
with this threat from patients? 

Wang Yu, a doctor from the 


stories about doctors and hospi- 
tals, which turns public opinion 
against doctors. 

Wei Huanghua, a member of 
Beijing Doctors' Association 
Why is the doctor-patient rela- 
tionship better in other countries? 
I think the main reason is that 
they have better insurance sys- 
tems so patients don’t necessarily 
have to pay so much money. 

Most of the medical disputes in 
China are caused by the gap be- 
tween medical expenses and the 
curative effects anticipated by the 
patients. Patients often suspect 
they have been overcharged. 

Huang Ping, a general prac- 
titioner in Beijing 

China needs more general 
clinics and general practitioners. 
Once people get ill, they usually 
have to go to hospitals. So hospi- 
tals in China have a very heavy 
burden. How can the staff always 
be in a good mood? How can doc- 
tors have enough time to com- 
municate with their patients? 

In western countries, people 
usually have their own family 
doctors who are general practi- 
tioners. When people get ill, they 
call their doctors first. If their 
doctors can’t treat their illness, 
they are recommended to visit a 
particular hospital. 


“ The ground would have been suitable for 
life. That doesn't mean life was there. We 
don't know that. We believe that that place 
on Mars for some period of time was a habit- 
able environment.” 

— Steve Squyres of Cornell University, the 
lead scientist for NASA’s current mission to 
Mars. Mars now is cold and dry and there is 
no apparent evidence of life on its barren sur- 
face. Nor have robot craft that have visited the 
planet found any direct evidence of life. 

“Ants are able to find a solution when 
they are faced with congestion on trails.” 

— Vincent Fourcassle, a biologist at the 
Center for Cognitive Animal Research in Tou- 
louse, France. Ants, just like motorists, hate 
congestion and use alternative routes to avoid 
it, scientists said Wednesday. The industrious 


insects push and shove each other out of the 
way when it gets too crowded, forcing some 
to find another route from a food source back 
to the nest. 

“The president's taken the clear position 
that he supports a constitutional amend- 
ment. I support him.” 

— Dick Cheney, US Vice President said 
in an interview with MSNBC. Cheney said 
Tuesday he supports President Bush’s call 
for a federal constitutional amendment ban- 
ning same-sex marriages, though one of his 
daughters is gay and he has said in the past 
the issue should be left to the states. 

“No, no, no. That to me would be just a 
cosmetic or technical response. This in my 
mind goes much deeper. It's got to be a man- 


agement change one way or the other.” 

— Charles Elson, director of the Weinberg 
Center for Corporate Governance at the Uni- 
versity of Delaware. Analysts had expected 
Disney would strip the chairmanship from Eis- 
ner, but many doubted that step would be 
enough to placate investors now. 

“George Bush has about $200 million and 
he's going to start advertising tomorrow. We 
need to be able to answer him.” 

— Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry, demo- 
cratic candidate for president, told an audience 
in Orlando, Fla. He is a whopping $100 million 
behind President Bush in ready cash as he em- 
barks on the next phase of his White House 
campaign, and dependent on outside groups he 
can’t legally control to help close the gap. 

By Chen Si 
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The Silent Half of the Sky 



By Dong Nan/ Gong Hao 

I n China, women are often re- 
ferred to as “half of the sky”. 
The saying not only means 
that they constitute half the pop- 
ulation of the country but also 
indicates they should enjoy a so- 
cial status equal to that of men. 

Indeed, the equality of the 
two genders is enshrined in 
China’s constitution. Traditional 
ideas that women should do only 
housekeeping and leave business 
to the men are supposed to be old 
fashioned. However, according to 
surveys and research carried out 
by the media and by academics, 
discrimination against women is 
still deeply rooted in society, and 
is reflected in much of today’s 
popular culture. 

Supporting roles 

The film Tiandi Yingxiong 
(Warriors of Heaven and Earth) 
directed by He Ping was one of 
the hottest movies in China last 
year. It tells the story of war- 
riors and heroes fighting against 
bandits and invaders during the 
Tang Dynasty. 

But the heroes are all men, 
and the only woman in the story 
is a beautiful and weak princess 
who needs heroes to protect her. 
Even the actress who played 
the princess, Zhao Wei, admitted 
her character was like “a beau- 
tiful vase”. In China, movies in 
which women play essentially or- 
namental roles are not rare. 

It seems the situation is similar 
in the media. Feng Yuan, a profes- 
sor at Nanjing University, studied 
eight major newspapers in China 
including People’s Daily, Guang- 
ming Daily, China Youth Daily, 
Legal Daily, Economic Daily, Farm- 
ers’ Daily, Workers’ Daily and Wen- 
weipo in 1998. She found that 
the newspapers were weighted far 
more towards men than women; 
most quotes came from men and 
most pictures were of men. 

For example, 91% of quotes 
came from men. Some 70% of the 
men featured in the papers had 
high social status such as offi- 
cials and business leaders; but 
only 18.5% of the women fea- 
tured enjoyed such status. 

In the area of TV, things are 
no better. A survey by female 
sociologists Liu Bohong and Bu 
Wei in 2000 found that among 
32 provincial TV stations, only 
seven have specific programs for 
women. These programs took up 
eight hours in total every week, 
roughly 1.8% of the total broad- 
casting time of the seven sta- 
tions. And most of the shows 
were on at unusual hours. 

Even textbooks for primary 
students feature supposedly old 
fashioned attitudes towards 
women. In the 1990s, sociologist 
Zhang De conducted a research 
project into Chinese language 
textbooks, most of which are still 
widely used today, and found 
they focused far more on men. 
Most pictures were of men, and 


“Chinese women 
have not 
experienced a 
large-scale feminist 
movement; their 
equal rights are 
‘given’ by the law to 
a certain extent” 

most women worked as nurses, 
shop assistants or in lowly agri- 
cultural jobs. The scientists, lead- 
ers, novelists, artists and soldiers 
were all men. 

Even Deng Yingchao, wife of 
Premier Zhou Enlai, was help up 
as a paragon because of her home- 
ly qualities, not because of her 
achievements in public life. Deng 
was a high-ranking leader in Chi- 
na, and was vice chairwoman of 
the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress at the 


end of the 1970s. But the text 
mentioned nothing about her abil- 
ities and achievements as a fe- 
male politician; instead it praised 
her thriftiness as Premier Zhou’s 
wife, talking about how she would 
mend old clothes for her husband 
late at night. 

Stereoptypes 

In 1990, a groundbreaking 
program named Kewang (Yearn- 
ing) was broadcast on TV. Hailed 
as China’s first TV soap opera, 
it featured a heroine named Liu 
Huifang, a housewife who em- 
bodied all the virtues of tradi- 
tional women — taking good care 
of her family and quietly accept- 
ing all her many misfortunes 
and humiliations. Instead of be- 
ing ridiculed as an outdated ste- 
reotype, Liu became celebrated 
all over the country as an ideal of 
womanhood. Meanwhile, her sis- 
ter in law, Wang Yaru, was the 
model of a selfish intellectual, an 
arrogant and malicious doctor. 

Typical ideas about good wom- 


en and bad women continue to 
prevail in modem culture. The hot- 
test TV soap in China since 1998 
has been Huanzhu Gege (Princess 
Huanzhu). The heroine, princess 
Ziwei, is beautiful, warm-hearted, 
gentle and tolerant. Her enemy 
and persecutor is an ugly, old, and 
evil-minded woman. 

The prominence of men has 
also been pointed out in modern 
Chinese literature, such as Jia 
Pingwa’s The Deserted City or 
Zhang Xianliang’s Half of Man is 
Woman. These novels are about 
how a man controls a group of 
beautiful women, or how women 
fight against each other to win the 
favor of one man. Women in these 
novels regard men as the only im- 
portant thing in their lives. 

Another research project by 
sociologist Bu Wei looked into ad- 
vertising. Bu found that half of 
the women in TV advertisements 
were housewives; only 14.5% of 
them were shown working for 
a living. Meanwhile, half of the 


men were leaders or managers in 
various trades. Even if men were 
at home, their major function 
was entertaining guests, rarely 
doing house work. 

Then there’s the usual bom- 
bardment of images of beautiful 
women in the media. According 
to a survey by sociologist Yuang 
Yang, some 70% of the main mag- 
azines for young people always 
put beautiful women on the cov- 
ers. And Internet surfers will find 
columns for women with sections 
like “fashionable dressing”, “skin 
care”, “home decoration” or “cook- 
ing”. It seems women are still sup- 
posed to be interested mainly in 
the home, fashion, hairdressing, 
house care and getting married. A 
good woman should be beautiful 
and family minded. An indepen- 
dent mind is non-essential. 
Feminism in China 

“Chinese women have not ex- 
perienced a large-scale feminist 
movement; their equal rights are 
‘given’ by the law to a certain 


extent,” said Gong Hao, a sociol- 
ogist post-graduate of Amoy Uni- 
versity in his report on images 
of Chinese women’s status in the 
mass media. 

In 1996, largely inspired 
by the Beijing Women’s Con- 
ference the previous year, a 
non-governmental organization 
called Media Monitor for Wom- 
en was organized in Beijing. The 
group has grown slowly, but it 
still features dozens of sociolo- 
gists and media professionals 
publishing articles on the web page 
(http://www.genderwatchina.org ) 
everyday, to monitor and criti- 
cize media neglect or distorted 
views of women. 

According to the website, “Our 
plan is to help counterparts in 
other cities to build media watch 
groups, and help journalists re- 
port on domestic violence related 
stories from a gender perspec- 
tive. We also aim to conduct 
training to improve journalists’ 
gender sensitivity.” 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 

Website: www.Xiangshuihu.com ^ | 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides tun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
weekPlace for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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Chinese Students 
Murdered in Norway 

Cousin arrested after murder of Chinese students in Norway 

By Sun Ming 

T wo Chinese students 
were found dead at their 
university dormitory in 
the capital of Oslo, Norway on 
February 20. 

The male victim was Wu Yu- 
hang, 21, and the female victim 
was Yu Ningyan, 22. They were a 
couple, both from Fuqing city in 
Fujian Province. They had been 
students at the Sarpsborg Musical 
Instrument Academy in Oslo. 

According to Oslo police, the 
two victims had been dead for 
at least a few days before they 
were found. Wu had been stabbed 
several times and Yu had been 
choked with a curtain. 

On Monday this week, Oslo 
police arrested Wu Jiahong, Wu’s 
cousin, who was suspected of in- 
volvement in the murder. Howev- 
er, Oslo police haven’t confirmed 
the motive behind the murder 
or how many people they believe 
might be involved. The investiga- 
tion is continuing. Several fam- 
ily members of the two victims 
left for Norway on Monday. 
Suspect reported the case 
In the evening of February 20, 
Oslo police received a report from 
a Chinese man called Wu Jia- 
hong who claimed that he hadn’t 
heard from his cousin for over 
a week. Wu Jiahong was also a 
student at the Sarpsborg Musi- 
cal Instrument Academy. 

Wu told police that he re- 
ceived a message from Wu Yu- 
hang on February 12. Wu Yuhang 
had asked him to ask for five- 



Yu Ningyan and Wu Yuhang 


How did they get to Norway? 

Another possibility is that the 
two victims were connected with 
human smugglers. The police are 
investigating whether the students 
were killed by human smugglers 
to whom they owed money. 

Yu’s parents said it was 
Changhong Service Center for 
Scholarly Exchange in Fuzhou 
that helped their daughter to 
study abroad in Norway. How- 
ever, a reporter from Dongnan 
Kuaibao couldn’t find Yu’s record 
at the center on February 24. 

The service center said it 
might have been a fake service 
center that helped Yu to go to 
Norway. Yu’s parents’ admitted 
that they had to find 100,000 
yuan for their daughter to go. 

“Her mother and I both object- 
ed to her going to study abroad, 
especially to such a remote place. 
But she insisted,” the father Yu 
Jianquan told Dongnan Kuaibao 
on February 24. 

Yu Jianquan said the last call 
he received from his daughter 
was on February 12. In the eve- 
ning of February 22 he received 
a call from the Chinese Embassy 
in Norway to say that his daugh- 
ter had been murdered. 

On September 28 last year, a 
reporter from News Morning Post 
met the two victims at the Sarps- 
borg Musical Instrument Acade- 
my. He planned to report on the life 
of Chinese students in Norway. 

“Several Chinese students in- 
cluding Wu and Yu said hello 
to a reporter from News Morn- 
ing Post. They said they were 
very satisfied with their life and 
study in Norway, but most peo- 
ple didn’t want to talk about 
how they came to the country, 
especially Yu. When asked why 
she chose the musical instru- 
ment college, she answered re- 
luctantly that she was interested 
in music,” said the newspaper on 
February 23. 

“The Sarpsborg Musical Instru- 
ment Academy said that they re- 
cruited Chinese Students through 
a Danish service center, which is 
owned by a Chinese person. How- 
ever, the university found that 
some of the Chinese students they 
recruited lacked even basic knowl- 
edge of English and music, so the 
college stopped the contract with 
the service center several months 
ago,” said Dongnan Kuaibao on 
February 29. 

Two kind people 

Nearly all the people who 
knew Wu said he was a smart, 
diligent and warm-hearted young 
man. Before he went to Norway, 
he had been a staff member of 
the Advertisement Department 
of Fuqing Television Station. Wu 
is the only child of the family. 
After hearing of his death, his 
mother Huang Cuiping wasn’t 
able to eat for three days. 

Before Yu went to Norway, she 
was a teacher at a primary school 
in Fuqing County. In her parents’ 
eyes, Yu was clever and lively. Her 
parents still can’t come to terms 
with their daughter’s death. 

Even though both victims 
came from Fuqing, Fujian Prov- 
ince, they didn’t know each other 
until they met on a bus in Oslo 
early this year. According to their 
friends in Oslo, the two young 
people did love each other deep- 
ly and their plans to get married 
were genuine. 




Wu Jiahong (right) with Wu Yuhang 
and their grandmother 


days leave from the restaurant 
which he worked for. And he said 
that he didn’t want to receive 
any calls in the following days. 

Wu said that on February 17, 
his cousin didn’t show up at 
the restaurant. He couldn’t get 
through to the mobile phones of 
either his cousin or Yu, so he re- 


By Wu Sanmeng/ Wang Fang 
m 'j eijing Youth Daily went to Ning- 
yang, Shandong Province last week 
M J after receiving a tip from a reader 
about an unusual local trade. According to 
the reader, Xiao Wang, local funeral homes 
are selling the quilts used by families to 
wrap the bodies of dead loved ones. The 
quilts are then made into all kinds of cot- 
ton products for sale or even resold as new. 
The No. 1 and No. 2 Funeral Home of Ning- 
yang have been selling these quilts for 
more than a decade. It turns out it’s com- 
mon practice among other funeral homes 
in nearby counties and cities. 

An open secret 

It is a local habit for relatives of the dead 
to wrap the corpse with a quilt before taking 
it to the funeral home. However, the quilt is 
not allowed to be cremated since the fibers 
consume more petrol and increase the cost of 
cremation. In addition, the ash of the quilt 
will be mixed with that of the body. So the 
quilt is removed before the cremation. The 
relatives of the dead do not like to take the 
quilt back because they consider it unlucky, 
so the quilts are left in the funeral home. 

There are two funeral homes in Ningyang 
which cremate bodies. We decided to make 
some secret inquiries at the No. 1 Funeral 
Home. The front door of the funeral home 
is for the working staff and relatives of the 
dead and there is a back door at the crema- 
tion workshop for the vehicles carrying the 
corpses. It is said that those people who buy 
the quilts go through this back door to avoid 
being seen by the relatives of the dead. 

Staff at the home were cagey when asked 
if they had any quilts to sell. One of them 
said the quilts were just taken away by the 
drivers who carry the corpses. But after a few 
seconds they said, “many people come here 
for the quilts because they are so cheap.” 

We discovered the main client for quilts 
from the funeral home was a man from Fe- 
icheng, called Zhang Ruitang. He’d been buy- 
ing their quilts for more than 10 years. He 
comes to the funeral home to collect them ev- 
ery two or three days. Whenever they have 
quilts, they call Zhang to come and get them, 
and he helps them clean the cremation work- 
shop. We offered to pay 6 yuan for a quilt, 
but the staff refused. ‘We have had long-term 
cooperation with him. People like you only 
come here occasionally,” they said. 

Meeting Zhang Ruitang 

Zhang Ruitang lives in Zhangjia Chen- 
gong village, Fenchang, on the other side 
of the Dawen River from Ningyang. We 
arrived there at nine in the morning on 
February 24, 2004. A villager told us that 
Zhang’s house was easy to find as it was 
the most splendid in the village. Another 
one said Zhang had just got back and was 
unloading the quilts. 


A Nice Bit of Cloth 

Reporters from Beijing Youth Daily uncover 
a macabre but profitable business 



Quilts being taken to the market 



A dealer 



Loading up the quilts 


Photos by Wu Sanmeng 


Zhang’s house turned out to be a two- 
story white building, which stood out in the 
neighborhood. A motor tricycle was parked 
in front of the gate loaded with quilts. The 
two wheels on each side were hidden be- 
neath the quilts. One of the quilts even 
had a silk cover. 


A man in his forties came out of the 
white building. His face was tanned and 
he looked weary after his journey. This was 
Zhang Ruitang. 

After hearing we had come to buy his 
quilts, he welcomed us warmly and asked 
us to come and talk in his home. His home 
was also well equipped with color TV, Hi-fi 
and a fridge. 

He said he had left home to pick up the 
quilts at four in the morning and the jour- 
ney was about 150 kilometers. He boasted 
that there were eighteen people waiting 
for this load of quilts who were from Heze, 
Liangshan and Danxian. We asked him, 
“How can you guarantee the supply?” He 
said that he had “contracts” with funeral 
homes in six counties. There are two funer- 
al homes in each county, so all together he 
is in charge of selling quilts from 12 funer- 
al homes. He is always on call and easy to 
work with, so all the funeral homes like to 
cooperate with him. 

10 yuan profit for one quilt 

Since we asked to buy a number of 
quilts, Zhang began to calculate the price. 
Finally he decided to sell them for 3 yuan 
per kilo. According to staff at the funeral 
home, Zhang buys the quilts for 5 yuan 
each, and one quilt weighs at least 5 kilo- 
grams. In this way, Zhang sells a quilt for 
15 yuan with 10 yuan as his profit. He had 
60 quilts that day, so he could make 600 
yuan profit. Zhang told us the price had 
been lower before the Spring Festival as 
many more people died than usual. 

Zhang has been dealing with this kind 
of quilt for 15 years. We asked, “What are 
these quilts used for?” He said, “Some are 
bought by quilt factories to be recycled and 
some are used for mattresses and sofas. 
Anyway, the quilts are still in good shape. 
They can even be resold as new quilts by 
the factories. It is a very lucrative busi- 
ness. A new quilt costs at least 50 yuan. It 
is a pity that I can’t do this myself as I am 
too busy,” he said. 

Zhang said these “new” quilts are some- 
times sold to small hostels and wholesale 
markets. 

We asked if he would like to use this 
kind of quilt. He smiled. “You think these 
quilts are dirty but after getting the mon- 
ey, you won’t feel that way.” 


ported the case to the police. 

After Wu’s report, Oslo po- 
licemen came to the Sarpsborg 
Musical Instrument Academy on 
the evening of February 20 and 
kicked down the door of Wu Yu- 
hang’s dormitory. 

The police found two bodies, 
along with a terrible smell, in 
the small room. Shocked by the 
scene, Wu Jiahong fainted and 
was taken to a nearby hospital. 

Staff of the Chinese Embassy 
in Norway soon arrived at the 
Academy. 

“Both of the victims were 
freshmen and they arrived in 
Norway in September last year. 
When the killing happened, most 
students of the college were on 
winter vacation,” said Xiandai 
Kuaibao , a Nanjing-based news- 
paper on February 23. 

The Sarpsborg Musical In- 
strument Academy has 160 stu- 
dents, including 15 from China, 
and is the only one of its kind 
in Norway. According to the Chi- 
nese Embassy in Oslo, at present 
there are nearly 1,000 Chinese 
students in Norway. 

A member of the Chinese Em- 
bassy in Oslo told Xiandai Kuai- 
bao on February 22 that the 
murder had shocked Norway, be- 
cause the crime rate has always 
been low in the country. 

Did they know the killer? 

On February 22, two days af- 
ter the discovery of the murder, 
reporters from Dongnan Kuai- 
bao , a Fuzhou-based newspaper, 
visited the families of the two vic- 
tims in Fuqing. Most of their fam- 
ily members or friends thought 
that they were killed by someone 
they knew. 

“They were very kind. I can’t 
believe they had any enemies,” the 
newspaper quoted Wu Heng, Wu’s 
father, as saying on February 24. 

News Morning Post , a Shang- 
hai based newspaper, said on Feb- 
ruary 24 that the two victims 
hadn’t been killed on the same 
day. “Though the college asked 
the students not to comment on 
the case, some students told News 
Morning Post that Yu might have 
been killed one week before her 
body was found, as her body was 
almost unrecognizable, while Wu 
might have died three or four 
days before the discovery of his 
death,” said the newspaper. 

The Oslo police initially sus- 
pected that Wu might have killed 
Yu and then killed himself. How- 
ever, upon further investigation, 
the police thought they must have 
been killed by a third party, mainly 
because the door of the room had 
been locked from outside. 

“The police say there may 
have been more than one killer,” 
Dongnan Kuaibao quoted local 
media in Norway as saying on 
February 26. 

On February 26, reporters from 
Norway National Broadcasting and 
Television Station came to the vic- 
tims’ hometown in Fuqing to inter- 
view their parents. With their help, 
Dongnan Kuaibao interviewed an 
Oslo policeman on the phone on 
February 27. 

The policeman said that Wu 
and Yu had asked for six-months 
leave from their college in Janu- 
ary this year, saying they planned 
to get married. But actually, they 
didn’t get married, and they had 
been working for Chinese restau- 
rants in Oslo since January. 
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could touch and decide from which 
angle to photograph them. Soon he 
started discovering other ways of judging 
photographs. “If I want to take photos of 
the sunrise, I feel the heat of the sun 
to judge the moment,” he explains. His 
hearing is also an important assistant. By 
listening carefully, he can tell the position 
of a subject. He can also take a shot of a 
person when he hears them laugh. 

The Canon EOS 50E and the specially 
designed computer Jin uses have helped 
him make great strides. He also uses a 
tripod to obtain sharp pictures. But it still 
takes a huge amount of patience. If he 
waits, sometimes for more than 20 minutes, 
he finds the movement of his eyes usually 
slows down for a period so he can see 
something more clearly. 

I just want to take good pictures 

When Jin fumbles in the streets and puts 
his face close to the camera to operate it, 
he sometimes attracts unfriendly laughter. 
“They look at me as if I were a monkey 
wearing a costume,” he says. 

However, Jin has never considered 
giving up his hobby, even though he leads 
a difficult life with his family, a disabled 
wife and an eight-year-old son. He needs 
sponsorship to buy more equipment, but 
what he has at the moment has all 
been paid for from his own wages. 

His resolution and desire for knowledge 
helped him get a good degree from 
Changchun University . Though he found 
it hard to get a decent job, he eventually 
found employment as a music and art 
teacher in the Nursing School of Shanghai 
Second Medical University. His courses 
became students’ favorites at the school 
and he even helped establish a Chinese 
traditional music band. 

Jin reads as many books on photography 
as he can, again with the help of 
magnification. “I cannot remember how 
many nights I have spent reading,” he says. 

Jin’s favorite subject is fire, which 
appears as throbbing life in his eyes. He 
even went on a pilgrimage to the temples 
in Putuo Mountain to shoot the flames of 
the burning incense and candles. 

“Viewing fire through my camera, I feel 
I can fathom the spirit of the world. And 
I sense the power of life and feel the edge 
of it,” he says. 

My heart is free 

Jin is not content merely with 
photography. He’s spent eight years 
learning video editing techniques so 
he can transfer images and scenes to 
VCDs. Now he’s working on some 3-D 
animations. 

Jin longs to hold a solo photography 
exhibition focusing on the handicapped. 
“There are countless pictures taken of 
the handicapped by ordinary people. But 
they will never understand the real life 
of the handicapped. As a handicapped 
person, I have so much in common with 
them,” he says. 


Jin Wei searches his photos on the computer screen. 


A Dream 

to See the world 


By Li Jian/WangXiaoxiao 

J in Wei was born with several 

congenital eye diseases leaving him 
nearly blind. To his eyes, a building 
10 meters away is just a quivering, 
vague blur. Yet Jin is an enthusiastic 
photographer and his shots have won 
awards. His pictures have even been 
published in some of China’s top 
photography magazines such as Popular 
Photography. It takes a combination of 
magnifying glasses and special computer 
technology for Jin to be able to see the 
photos he takes, but it’s helped him at 
last to see the color and beauty of the 
world. “No-one thinks a blind man can 
take pictures,” says Jin. “I want to change 
their minds.” 

Something people take for granted 

Jin can’t help it that his eyes 
are constantly quivering, like a person 
looking out of a train window. He says 
what he sees is like a TV 
screen receiving interrupted 
signals. But he’s had a 
strong desire to see for as 
long as he can remember. 
He still remembers the first 
time he saw color TV. He 
cried for a whole night after 
seeing the blurred colors on 
the screen, but he realized he 
could see just enough to keep 
in touch with the world. Soon, 
photography would allow him 
to see more clearly than he’d 
dreamed possible. “It’s an 
ordinary part of life for 
other people, but for 

\ me, seeing is a luxury,” 
he says. 

After graduating 
from Changchun 
University in 1992, Jin 
found that his poor 
eyesight made it hard for 
I him to find a job. But he 
was able to make some 
money working as a tutor 
during the day and selling 
lamb kebabs in the evening. 
He put some of the money 
he earned towards his first 
camera. He found that with a 
magnifying glass he could see 
the photos reasonably clearly 
and his hobby became a 
passion. 

Soon, his simple camera 
i was no longer adequate. Jin 
spent 2,000 yuan - six 
months’ wages - on a Nikon 
camera, and later he 
graduated to a Canon SLR 
and a collection of lenses. 

Where Jin’s sight let him 
down, his sense of touch 
made up. His early pictures 
were mainly confined to 
stationary objects that he 


By Jin Wei 

I always listened to people 
describing how beautiful the 
flowers were in spring, how 
magnificent the trees were in 
summer, how vivid the maple 
leaves were in autumn and how 
yellow the plum blossoms were 
in winter when I was still a little 
kid. I wished so much to see 
the birds sing in the trees in the 
morning and the fish swimming 
in the rivers. But I was born with 
poor eyesight and had to use a 
magnifying glass just to read or 
write. I used to observe things 
in the distance with a telescope 
and I thought to myself how 
great it would be if I could take 
a photo of them and have a 
careful look with my magnifying 
lens. When I first came up with 
this idea, I knew it might seem 
like a bit of a joke. But the 
desire had grown stronger and 
stronger in my mind and I 
finally bought a camera and 
began to learn photography. I 
tasted the happiness of seeing 
and the fantasy of photography, 
especially in the first year. Later 
I bought better cameras with 
various lenses, and the quality 
of the pictures improved a lot. 

The things I shoot are mostly 
stationary objects, such as 
trees, flowers and houses, but I 
also take pictures of my family 
and friends. 

I lift up my camera amid 
the curiosity and laughter of 
the crowd. Taking one picture 
can sometimes take me more 
than ten minutes. I have to wait 
not only for the right moment, 
but also for my eyes to stop 
quivering. But if I wait, I can get 
some very good pictures. I feel 
very satisfied when I see my 
pictures through my magnifying 
glass. I would never have 
fulfilled my dream of seeing had 
it not been for photography. 

(Translated by Wang Xiaoxiao) 


Jin Wei's works. 
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Deling, the tomb of Ming Emperor Zhu Youxiao is currently under renovation. Photo by Photocome 

Beijing to Refurbish Worfd 
Heritage Sites 


By Li Yinping 

T he renovation of six World 
Cultural Heritage sites in 
Beijing will move into high 
gear this year. In 2003, the 
Beijing Municipal Cultural Relics 
Bureau formulated the Cultural 
Relics Protection Plan for the 
2008 Olympics. The sites included 
in the plan are: the Peking Man 
ruins at Zhoukoudian, the Great 
Wall, the Summer Palace, the 
Temple of Heaven, the Forbidden 
City and the Ming Tombs. 
Summer Palace 

The Summer Palace, in 
northwest suburban Beijing, was 
first built in the 12th century as 
an imperial garden. The emphasis 
of this year’s renovation project is 
on the refurbishment of Foxiangge 
(Pavilion of Buddhist Fragrance) 
and Paiyundian (Cloud Dispersing 
Hall), two scenic spots situated on 
the 58-meter-high Longevity Hill. 

Several renovations in the 
course of their history have 
partially changed the original 
appearances of the eight-sided, 
three-story Pavilion of Buddhist 
Fragrance and Cloud Dispersing 
Hall, where Empress Dowager 
Cixi (1835-1908) celebrated her 
birthdays. The current project will 
restore both buildings to their 
original appearance as described 
in historical documents. 

Specific measures include 
substituting traditional gray bricks 
for the cement bricks currently 
paving the floor; and inspecting 
and repairing all sloped, double- 
eaved roofs and carved brackets 
supporting the overhanging eaves 
from the columns. 

Some of the paintings that 
adorn the Long Corridor, which 
links the scenic spots on the south 
side of Longevity Hill, will be 
replaced. Changes will be limited 
to those sections that are not 
historically accurate. 

Forbidden City 

The massive renovation of the 
Forbidden City - the most 
extensive since the Qing Dynasty 
was toppled in 1911 - will continue 
until 2020. 

Besides the ongoing overhaul of 
the Wuyingdian (Hall of Martial 
Prowess), which started on October 
17, 2002, Wumen (Meridian Gate) 
and Yanxi Hall will be added to 
this year’s work schedule. 

The Meridian Gate, the main 
entrance to the Forbidden City, was 
first built in 1420 and remodeled 
in 1647. Five structures above 
the gate, commonly known as 
the Five Phoenix Towers, as well 
as adjoining corridors are to be 
repaired. 

In 1908, Empress Dowager 
Longyu provided funds to build 
the glass-walled Lingzhao Pavilion 
in Yanxi Palace. Construction was 
brought to an abrupt halt by the 
outbreak of the revolution of 1911, 
which eventually overthrew the 
Qing Dynasty. Work to be done on 
the building includes reinforcing 
bearing columns, replacing rusted 


parts and repairing stone steps to 
the pool garden in the hall. 

Zhoukoudian 

The first 500,000-year-old 
Peking Man skull was unearthed in 
1929 at Longgu (Dragon Bone) Hill, 
northwest of Zhoukoudian, in the 
southwest of Beijing. The discovery 
made Zhoukoudian world famous. 

China put the site under state 
protection for key cultural relics in 
1961, and in 1987 it was included 
on UNESCO’s World Cultural 
Heritage list. 

In the recent years, however, 
rock quarrying, in addition to 
natural erosion, has accelerated 
damage to the already worsening 
natural environment around the 
prehistoric site. 

On August 12, 2003, the Beijing 
Municipal Cultural Relics Bureau 
held a seminar on protection of 
Zhoukoudian. The Institute of 
Geology and Geophysics of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences was 
assigned to conduct a thorough field 
investigation. Scientists 

determined that a total of seven 
fossil sites at Zhoukoudian were in 
dangerous condition. 

As a result, a program for 
the preservation of Peking Man 
relics is now being developed and 
is expected to be completed this 
month. The program will get under 


way immediately after receiving 
financial government approval. 
Temple of Heaven 

The Temple of Heaven, located 
in the southeast of Beijing, is 
China’s largest existing complex 
of ancient ceremonial buildings. 
After its completion in 1420, some 
22 emperors conducted splendid 
sacrificial rituals here. Today, 
Qiniandian (Hall of Prayer for 
Good Harvests) has become a 
symbol of Beijing recognized all 
over the world. 

However, several renovations 
over the centuries have changed 
the exterior of the hall, and it now 
clashes with the ancient buildings 
that surround it. 

This year’s refurbishment will 
focus on restoring the original 
appearance of the Hall of Prayer 
for Good Harvests. Tasks will also 
include clearing weeds from the 
roof; repairing the broken eaves; 
replacing the pavement with gray 
brick; and protecting all the stone 
sections, including the dragon-head 
carvings, from weathering. 

Great Wall 

Maintenance and repair of the 
Great Wall, which stretches some 
6,700 kilometers across China, 
is an overwhelming task. The 
Beijing Municipal Cultural Relics 
Bureau has adopted a sector-by- 


sector solution to this problem, and 
chosen the Simatai section of the 
Great Wall as this year’s priority 
renovation project. 

The Simatai Great Wall lies on 
steep mountain slopes in Miyun 
County, on the northern border of 
the greater Beijing area. Simatai 
has more beacon towers than 
other sections of the Great Wall, 
with the two closest standing 
just under 44 meters apart, and 
the two farthest, 600 meters. 

Using traditional materials and 
technologies, workers will repair 
and consolidate gates, battlements 
and wall sections that have 
partially collapsed. In addition, 
lightning conductors will be 
attached to iron and steel support 
struts and railings that have 
recently been added to the wall. 
Ming Tombs 

Thirteen Ming Dynasty 
emperors were buried in the 
tombs built from the 15th to 17th 
centuries in a broad valley at 
the foot of Tianshou (Heavenly 
Longevity) Mountain in 
Changping District, about 50 
kilometers north of Beijing. 

The Beijing municipal 
government declared the Ming 
Tombs a protected site in 1957, 
and four years later it was placed 
under state protection for key 


cultural relics. At the 27th session 
of UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Committee in July 2003, the site 
was officially included on the World 
Cultural Heritage list. 

Beijing has already begun its 
program to renovate the Ming 
Tombs. Work on the Deling and 
Kangling tombs began in 2002. 
Consolidation of the walls 
surrounding the Kangling Tomb 
and clearing of its drainage ditches 
should be completed this year. 

Repairs on the Qingling and 
Tailing tombs will begin this 
year. The Qingling Tomb was 
built for Zhu Changluo, the 14th 
emperor of the Ming Dynasty, 
and his three wives. The 
surrounding walls, minglou (the 
tallest building above ground at 
an emperor’s mausoleum), single- 
arched stone bridge and drainage 
systems are included in the list 
of items to be repaired. 

Tailing Tomb was built for 
Zhu Youtang, the ninth Ming 
emperor. The walls around the 
tomb will be consolidated and 
the drainage ditches cleared. 

When the renovations are 
complete, visitors and athletes 
who come to Beijing for the 2008 
Olympic Games will be able to see 
the best of the city’s long history 
and profound cultural legacy. 


New Books 
Illustrate 
Old lifestyle 

By Zhao Pu 

Those with an interest in 
the culture and life of old 
Beijing have a new set of ref- 
erences. Liu Yida, well known 
for his pieces in the “Tradi- 
tional Beijing Lifestyle” page of 
Beijing Evening News, has pub- 
lished two new books recently, 
containing collections of stories 
and in-depth interviews from 
his newspaper column. 

Laogener Renjia , or Deeply 
Rooted Families weaves togeth- 
er stories of 22 families who 
had been living in the capital 
for hundreds of years. Most of 
these families have a famous 
ancestor, such as a celebrated 
writer, a beloved Beijing Opera 
singer, or a high official who 
bore a royal title. 

Liu’s interviews with the de- 
scendants of these celebrities 
reveal many little-known sto- 
ries of behind-the-scenes life in 
these once prosperous homes. 
The stories tell about the ce- 
lebrities’ fame, marriages, hob- 
bies, lifestyle, and the changing 
fortunes of their descendants. 

‘What I want to present to 
readers is not merely private 
matters and trivial happenings 
in (the subjects) family life. The 
ups and downs in the devel- 
opment of each family actually 
epitomizes the background his- 
torical and cultural changes of 
the city. That’s what more im- 
portant to me,” writes Liu in the 
prologue of the book. 

Laopu Dizi , or Legacy of 
Old Shops focuses on some of 
the most famous shops and 
commercial institutions of old 
Beijing, like the old Dong’an 
Market, Dashilan, Quanjude 
Roast Duck and Fangshan Res- 
taurant in Beihai Park. Liu 
identifies the outstanding busi- 
ness management and skills 
that were instrumental in the 
success of these businesses, and 
discusses whether or not they 
were inherited by the founders’ 
successors. 

Laogener Renjia (28 yuan) 
and Laopu Dizi (27 yuan) are 
published by Beijing Publishing 
House and can be found in big 
bookstores around the city. 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 


ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 
+ f 29 B m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 
2b 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

mm\Km^mdibn 3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

2 ^ 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony ; food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 6591 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

& 4cm 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza,\Vangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 gg 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

42L ^3 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
Xk M fA TjZ 140 u 

9:00-23:00 
64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

EG LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng IN a n Lu Shij ingslian District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
%i|§-:(010)68843388-718/620 (4^ JaL U d 7® 
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Modern iViists on Traditional Toys 


Sculptor Liang Shuo exhibits new creations at 798 


By Yu Shanshan 

A fter eOarning a name 
for his series of life-size 
sculptures of migrant 
workers, artist Liang Shuo has 
turned his creative powers to 
a smaller medium - toys. As a 
toymaker, Liang is quite spe- 
cialized, creating only yaojiao, a 
kind of traditional Chinese play- 
thing also known as a spinning 
rattle, updated with themes, col- 
ors and images that would make 
traditional artists blush. 

“Toy R Art / Temple Fair Li- 
ang Shuo’s Handmade Art Toys 
at Bargain Price,” a show of these 
progressive playthings, opened 
at the 25000 Cultural Transmis- 
sion Center in the 798 Art Dis- 
trict on February 20 and runs 
through the 21st of this month. 
The heading betrays one of Li- 
ang’s artistic motives in taking 
on toys, namely making whimsi- 
cal and humorous works priced 
to appeal to many people, par- 
ticularly those outside normal 
art circles. 

Around 90 of the toys are 
displayed in over a dozen wood 
posts scattered around the space. 
From February 20 to 29, the col- 
lection literally changed daily, as 
Liang moved his whole yaojiao 
workshop into the gallery and 
was on hand every afternoon, sit- 
ting among boxes of parts and 
half-made works as he assem- 
bled new toys. Every piece on 
show is also for sale and tagged 
from 100 yuan to 300 yuan each. 

Liang was inspired to make 
the drastic shift in medium two 
years ago while visiting a temple 
fair in the countryside in Henan 
Province. There he saw his first 
yaojiao, a traditional rural toy 
made of a clay figurine stuck atop 
a narrow stick. A spring-bound 
match is attached to the stick, so 
when the toy is spun, a flat sec- 
tion strikes the match, giving off 
a sharp crack, and keeps going 
around. He bought one portray- 
ing Sun Wukong, the Monkey 
King of Chinese legend, which 
ended up being the model for all 
his own creations. 

“I took the model apart and 
figured out how to make yaojiao 
myself. Now you can see that my 
versions are sturdier, louder, and 
better looking,” Liang told Beijing 
Today last Saturday, pointing 
to the Monkey King inspiration 
that he visibly placed at the en- 
trance to the workshop . 

The show itself has an in- 
tentionally informal air. The 
artist explained, “I love the 
form of the temple fair, with 
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The toys are displayed in wooden posts scattered around the 25000 Cultural 
Transmission Center. 


people strolling around in hap- 
py moods. That’s the kind of 
vibe I wanted for showing and 
selling my artworks. Yet I also 
want to show that these pieces 
are more than simple toys, they 
are works of art.” 

Most of Liang’s yaojiao fall 
into four large categories, Chi- 
nese characters, the 12 animals 
of the Chinese zodiac, multi- 
headed beasts and the tradi- 
tion-busting “turd” series. These 
dirty works are topped with 
sculptures of chunks of feces or 
figures squatting over toilets. 
Rounding out the collection are 
little sculptures with such mod- 
ern subjects as orating officials, 
women giving birth or otherwise 
perched nude in revealing posi- 
tions, apartment buildings and 
10 works portraying a man ly- 
ing on a plate that Liang has 
humorously dubbed “ hongshao 
renrou ” or “braised human.” 
Nearly 20 of the works were 
purchased in the first week of the 
show, with the “turd” series the 
most popular. Liang speculated 
on the reasons for the popular- 
ity of the crapular sculptures, “I 
think that it’s because toilet mat- 
ters are so private that few peo- 
ple are comfortable talking about 
them in public. But, people may 
still enjoy looking at things like 
this at home - the works can 
serve as an interesting outlet for 
their buried feelings.” 

Such departures from tradi- 
tional themes are intentional 
statements by Liang of his sta- 
tus as a contemporary artist. He 
said, “Folk artists - I saw many 
during my journey to Henan and 
Shaanxi - are not so creative, 
they just continue the traditions 
taught to them by their fathers 
and grandfathers. 


Rarely do they stop to add 
their individual thoughts into 
their works. That, on the con- 
trary, is precisely my job.” 

One way Liang expresses 
ideas in the works is by pasting 
snippets from modern publica- 
tions to each piece. 

He grabbed a food magazine 
from his table. “The cover’s claim 
of being ‘the first food fashion 
magazine in China’ is not so ap- 
pealing on its own, but putting 
this kind of thing on a sculp- 
ture can results in interesting 
tension between the two,” Li- 
ang said. “Some of the combi- 
nations may be absurd, but I 
believe all the combinations in 
my toys have meaning. At the 
same time, I can’t explain why 
I chose to put any two together 
- it’s just instinct, something 
from my subconscious.” 

A few works, particularly 
those in the Chinese character 
series, seem to have been more 


mindfully created. One toy is 
topped by a hollow clay box with 
a pictogram cut into one side 
that reveals a tiny sculpture of 
a nude torso at the core. “All the 
characters I choose are positive 
or auspicious words, like those 
that parents like to give to their 
kids as names. I just got a feel- 
ing that I should juxtapose these 
popularly used words against 
more explicit, rarely talked about 
parts of life,” he said. 

While Liang’s previous sculp- 
tures proved very popular with 
foreign art collectors, his yaojiao 
seem to have struck less of a 
nerve with laowai. Only three 
foreigners have made purchases, 
all pieces from the “turd” series. 
“It requires a lot of understand- 
ing of Chinese culture to get the 
humor in most of my works, like 
in the Chinese characters and 
12 animals series,” he explained, 
“but this is a positive change for 
me. Before, all of the people who 


bought my sculptures were for- 
eigners. This time I’m glad my 
own people can enjoy and collect 
these toys.” 

That kind of populist senti- 
ment seems high on Liang’s ar- 
tistic agenda these days. “I don’t 
hope the value of these new 
works will appreciate. I am more 
interested in making my works 
accessible to more and more 
people, and making things that 
though inexpensive, will be cher- 
ished by such collectors,” he said. 
At the same time, to stress the 
toys’ artistic status, Liang pro- 
vided every buyer a signed cer- 
tificate of authenticity. 

“I’m going to continue mak- 
ing yaojiao after this show closes, 
but I hope to make them better, 
more delicate and detailed. If I 
can find a facility to produce the 
mechanical parts, it would allow 
me to focus completely on the 
sculpture and help me cut costs,” 
he concluded. 


The artist plays with his work “ red braised human 


Fun toy or postmodern statement ? 


Not all toys are suitable for children. 


A piece from the Chinese character series 
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BeiJing Jia Yu Hua Decoration Co., Ltd 
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Chaoyang, Beijing, China 

Tel: (010 ) 8455 2536 <***«> 64678822-1806 
FAX: (010)8455 2530 


Meiao Houateeping 






Efficient service team 

Tel : 6207 0911 


ft 1 ^ 

Advanced equipment 


I 

:ed equipm 

6207 0929 










SPOTLIGHT m 



MARCH 5, 2004 


IEIIING TODAY 


E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHAO PU DESIGNER: PANG LEI 



Princess 

By Dong Nan 

Turandot, the Chinese 
princess of Puccini’s opera, is 
even better known in China 
since Zhang Yimou staged his 
production of the classic here 
and in Italy. This month, a 
Peking opera version of the 
story will introduce a warmer, 
more human version of the 
cold-hearted princess. 

“Turandot tells a story of 
universal humanity, that is 
why it is widely accepted 
by audiences all over the 
world,” Wu Jiang, director of 
China Peking Opera House 
told Beijing Youth Daily. 

According to Wu, the 
Peking Opera version is based 
on Chinese aesthetics — 
Turandot, the mysterious 
princess full of hatred toward 
men in Puccini’s opera is 
a creation of the composer’s 


imagination, and not 
representative of Asian 
women. 

In the new version, 
Turandot is an 
unsophisticated princess 
who longs for love; she kills 
those suitors since they seek 
to use her to win fame and 
gain as the emperor’s son-in- 
law. 

Some of the music from 
Puccini’s original opera, 
including Nessun Dorma, will 
also feature in the Peking 
opera, said Wu, to make it 
more accessible to foreign 
audiences. 

After the Beijing 
performances, the opera will 
be presented in Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Romania, Israel and 
Poland. 

The Peking opera Turandot 
will be staged by the China 
Peking Opera House at Poly 
Theater for a 12-night season 
from March 10. 

Left — Deng Min as Turandot 



Go GO GirfS 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

The much-hyped all girl 
group Meimei, the mainland’s 
first girl group to be signed by 
Warner Music China, released 
their debut album Nothing to 
Fear on Wednesday. 

Meimei consists of four 
young women: Xiaoxi from 
Chengdu, Mengyao from Wen- 
zhou, Ningjing from Chongqing 
and Zhangjie from Kunming, 
who have all been subject to 
an intensive training regimen 
since they signed with Warner 
last year. 

The record company has in- 
vested heavily in Meimei. Noth- 
ing to Fear was produced in 
the studios of Huoxing Diantai 
(Spark Broadcasting), which 
also produced Zhou Xun’s high- 
ly-praised Summer. 


Rock Review 

Hang 

on the Box 

By Dong Nan 

Guazai Hezishang (Hang 
on the Box) are China’s first 
and best known all-girl punk 
band. The band formed in July, 
1998, when all the members 
were still in high school. 

Their low-fi, three-chord 
punk sound is clearly in- 
fluenced by US band The 
Breeders, and lead singer 
Wang Yu’s vocals are tough, 
intense, occasionally sloppy 
and undeniably charming. 

In 2000, Japanese record 
company Benten signed a 
recording contract with the 
young band and in April 


2001, they released their de- 
but album Yellow Banana in 
Japan, which achieved mod- 
erate success there. Their 
second album, Di Di Di, was 
also recorded in Japan, in 
2003. The lyrics are all in 
English, simple and direct, 
if occasionally lacking in flu- 
ency, “to win foreign fans,” 
explains Wang Yue in an in- 
troduction to the band. 


Vocals: Wang Yue Guitar: 
Yang Fan Bass: Yilina 

Drums: Shen Jing 

Huang Xiaojiao (Yellow 
Banana) 2001 
Di Di Di 2003 
Recommendations: 
Huang Xiaojiao (Yellow Ba- 
nana), Dupi (Your Belly), 
Hongse Liuxing (Red Com- 
et), Now I Wanna Say Apol- 
ogy to You, What Is Now 




David Copperfleld 


Returns 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

David Copperfield is returning to 
China, following his underwhelm- 
ingly successful tour last year. This 
time he will give a total of 38 
performances in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Hangzhou, Nanjing and Changsha 
this April and May 

According to tour sponsor, Poly 
Culture and Art Company, audienc- 
es will be treated to a 100 percent 
brand-new show. 

There are eight performances 
scheduled for Beijing’s Capital 
Gymnasium from April 20 to 25. 
Those audience members who were 
lucky enough to be made to dis- 
appear during Copperfield’s perfor- 
mance last year are being offered a 
20 percent discount for a ticket to 
the up-coming show. 
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Jesus, played by Jim Caviezel, sits 
with the apostles in the film 


‘Passion’ Grows to $125 Million 
at Box Office 

Mel Gibson’s The Passion of 
the Christ keeps on defying con- 
ventions. 

The film’s boffo preliminary 
weekend estimates were revised 
upwards Monday when final num- 
bers came in. The Friday-to-Sun- 
day haul came in at a stunning 
$83.8 million, bringing total sales 
to a massive $125.2 million since 
its Wednesday opening. 

“Passion” rendered that mod- 
el irrelevant. When the final 
grosses were in, Friday’s was 
$22.9 million, Saturday’s was 
$33.1 million, and Sunday’s was 
$27.9 million — 22% higher than 
Friday and down just 16% from 
Saturday. (Reuters) 



Michael Douglas and Catherine 
Zeta-Jones 


Zeta-Jones Loses Wales Plan- 
ning Dispute 

Catherine Zeta-Jones and her 
parents are building a home on 
an estate in a fishing village in 
southern Wales, and they want 
privacy there. 

But they appear to be losing 
an effort to force one of their 
neighbors to stop managing his 
telecommunications business 
from the garage of his home. 

On Tuesday, the Swansea 
Council planning committee vot- 
ed to allow Steve Gwynn to keep 
doing that for the next two years, 
despite the $1.85 million Zeta- 
Jones home being built. (AP) 
Michael Jackson’s Phone 
Records Seized 

Investigators in the Michael 
Jackson child molestation case 
have seized about 100 pages of 
phone records, videos of the pop 
star, and a DVD of a party at his 
Neverland Ranch, according to 
court documents. 

The documents released Mon- 
day included search warrants 
from January, law enforcement 
affidavits requesting them and 
lists of seized items. 

Santa Barbara County Supe- 
rior Court Judge Rodney Mel- 



Michael Jackson 


ville agreed last month to release 
the records, but ordered details 
to be omitted; the resulting docu- 
ments do not include such infor- 
mation as where the warrants 
were served and descriptions of 
the items taken. (Reuters) 

Oud Master Revitalizes Arab 
Music, Pioneers Fusion 

Palestinian-American oud 
virtuoso Simon Shaheen regu- 
larly sells out concerts around 
the world. His CD Blue Flame 
garnered 11 Grammy nomina- 
tions after it was released in 
2001, and he even got a mention 
in popular writer Diana Abu- 
Jaber’s new novel Cresent. 

Musician, composer and edu- 
cator, Shaheen has worked re- 
lentlessly since coming to the 
United States in 1980 to share 
the richness and complexity of 
traditional Arabic music with 
Western audiences, as well as 
pioneering a new direction in fu- 
sion that blends Arabic music 
with jazz and Latin beats. 

(Reuters) 

Jerry Springer Opera Scoops 
British Theater Awards 

A foul-mouthed opera about 
Jerry Springer’s lurid talk show 
has won four of Britain’s top the- 
ater awards including Best New 
Musical at the Laurence Olivier 
Awards on Sunday. 

Jerry Springer — The Opera 
by British composer Richard 
Thomas, a profanity-laden show 
which the real-life Springer has 
given his full support, has been 
seen by more 230,000 people 
and has taken $9 million since 
it opened at the National The- 
ater’s Lyttelton stage last year. 

The critically-acclaimed show, 
which has already picked up a 
clutch of awards, transferred to 
the Cambridge Theater in Lon- 
don’s West End last November. 


(Reuters) 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 

WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 exf. 3005/3006 

NWD (Hotels In vestments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 

O m 

CHINA LIFE T <3 W EE F< 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 

* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price :RMB3 -4yuan/squaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable pricerRMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(lncluding property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 

SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+1 5%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(l 7:30- 1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD :N o .22 Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 

OTo South ofLanDao building, it' snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from *1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDE) app 1 i anc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation! convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services iReceptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cl caning. Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD90o.oo-22oo P er month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning,Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 

Sunflower Tower 

•^rTll JJE 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 

Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD2 8/month/sqm (gross including management) 
Communication: Supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators 1 1 VAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:S5275696-608 
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this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 . real estate business that buy .rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 . foreign cases . maritime . finance . bond . important and difficult affiairs; 

3 . debt. economy contract. foreign marriage cases. criminal defense; 

4 . notarizations; 

5. holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises. providing legal assistance; 

6. providing law. regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL: 86- 10-8352 121 8 FAX:86- 10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Spas Hit the Spot 


I nternational Women’s Day, March 
8, is a holiday meant to recognize 
women’s incalculable contributions 
to society. It is a well-earned day off 
for all women, making it the perfect 
occasion to calm the nerves, treat the 
body and sooth the soul at a local spa. 
Spas became popular in Europe in 


the 17th and 18th centuries, but are 
a far newer concept in the capital. 
These days, though, local business 
is booming and people seeking full- 
body scrub downs, special baths, 
professional massages and other 
pamperings have a wide range of 
choices. 






J 


Start Spring with 
Healthy Skin 

By Jiang Yongzhu 

In the capital, the coming of 
spring is not only restorative to the 
mind, it is great for the skin, as it 
means the end of another brutally 
dry winter. Yet women who really 
care for their skin should not leave 
its health to the fate of the seasons, 
they should seek professional help 
at a local spa. 

The Yunzhiqi Ladies’ Beauty 
Club, near Zizhuyuan Park in 
Haidian District, has been up 
and running successfully for three 
years. The philosophy that 
wellness and beauty go hand 
in hand pervades the business’s 
services and products, such as its 
wide range of pure essential oils 
and natural botanical extracts that 
can boost mood while leaving skin 
soft, bright and beautiful. 



Deep tubs 

promise 

total 

relaxation. 


Yunzhiqi offers customers a 
tantalizing selection of massages, 
facial treatments and body wraps, 
priced from 100 yuan to 800 
yuan. The wraps are particularly 
luxurious, lasting a full four hours. 
Customers can even get their 
special needs attended to with the 
facility’s “partial spa” treatments 
targeted at eyes, hands, feet or 
wherever help is needed the most. 

Regardless of treatment choice, 
Yunzhiqi provides a warm and 
serene environment to forget the 
stresses of the world and truly 
let go in the experienced hands 
of professionals. “The staff is 
very knowledgeable and attentive. 
Whenever I feel exhausted I come 
here. I can relax and my skin is 
much healthier and better than it 
used to be,” gushed Gao Jian, a 
club member of over one year. 
Where: Room 306. Hua’ao 
Center, west of Zizhuqiao 
intersection on West Third 
Ring Road, Haidian Open: 9 
am - 10 pm Tel: 6842 7216, 
6843 2462 
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Essential and aromatherapy oils 
can have almost magical effects. 

Royal Treatment 
at lay Prices 

By Iris Miao 

Women up for a more rigorous 
rub than normally available in 
the capital should head to the 
Herb and Spring SPA Salon on 
Women’s Day to enjoy a rigorous 
Swedish massage. 

This new special treatment 
starts with a milk bath followed 
by a strong yet soothingly 
rhythmic massage. To ensure 
customers get the most out 
of their rubs, the masseuses 
also use Galousie, a French 
aromatherapy oil that is 100 
percent non-allergenic and can be 
applied directly to skin instead of 
massage oil. 

Like this spa’s other 
treatments, the Swedish 
massage is concluded by sipping 
on tasty, nutritious vegetable and 
fruit soup and flower tea that 
owner Luo Yiyi brought back 
from Europe herself. The soup 
is meant as a restorative, as 
spa clients are instructed not to 
arrive with full stomachs and 
can sweat very heavily during 
fragrant oil baths and other 
purifying treatments. 

Herb and Spring offers a 
standard of quality that separates 
it from the spa pack. The two 
products used for facials, from 
French brands Yonka and le 
Parier, are 100 percent natural 
and made from plant extracts. For 
non-members, these top-notched 
facials are priced at 200 yuan to 
1,000 yuan per service. 

Unique to this establishment 
is the Always in Style (AIS) 
service. Luo, a former rhythm 
dance champion in Taipei who 
was named one of the ten most 
influential people in the beauty 
and cosmetics industry in 2003, 
brought the concept to Beijing 
eight years ago. 

“To put it simply, AIS means 
giving a customer professional 
advice on choosing the colors, 
hairstyle, make-up and clothes 
that best suit her,” Luo explained 
to Beijing Today on Monday. 

Where: No. 103, Building 3, 
Soho, 179 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 
Open: 9:30 am -10 pm Tel: 6567 
7756 (Reservations required) 


House of Healing 

By Lisa Lee 

Despite its unusual location 
in a three-bedroom flat in high- 
end apartment complex Yonghe 
Jiayuan, the cozy Aibei’er Spa 
Centeryet is a bonafide full- 
service health and beauty center. 

The living room serves as the 
beauty consultation area, while 
the bedrooms are used for face 
and body treatments. 

Every good session should 
start with a stress-melting bath, 
enhanced by aromatherapy and 
hydrotherapy treatments. What 
better way to enjoy Women’s Day 
than by soaking in a deep wooden 
tub filled with warm, fresh water 
topped with floating rose petals 
as quiet music plays in the 
background? The restorative 
power of such a bath can be 
enhanced by the addition of a few 
drops of essential oils, capable of 
doing wonders for the body and 
mind. Different oils have different 
properties and functions, and 
the spa’s professional therapists 
can design concoctions to meet 
individual customer’s needs. The 
cost for a session of beneficial 
bathing is 280 yuan and the 
therapists’ help comes free. 

The next step in treating 
the body right is a body wrap, 
available in detoxification, 
aromatherapy and other 
versions. The wrapping process 
consists of applying seaweed, 
aromatherapy oils or other exotic 
materials to draw out toxins and 
rejuvenate skin, then wrapping 
thick, heated towels around the 
body to seal in the materials’ 
benefits. Depending on variety 
and ingredients, body wraps 
range in price from 100 yuan to 
360 yuan. 

The climax of the spa 
experience comes with a full-body 
professional massage. Aibei’er’s 
masseuses start customers with 
warm neck wraps and command 
a host of techniques to help 
reduce stress, alleviate soreness 
and tap tension from tired 
muscles. Try the highly 
recommended reflexology foot 
massage, 120 yuan for a soothing 
60 minutes. 

Where: Room 102, Building 
6, Yonghe Jiayuan, Dongbinhe 
Road, Dongcheng Open: 10 am - 
10 pm Tel: 6102 6781, 6102 6991 



Rose petals, take me away... 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


% 


BUSINESS AGENT 



Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile: 13001 168744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m ±: i 107-109 m 

RM107-109, NO,7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU, HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 57107-57109 88371521 itE:68342761 WzJ&A: 
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A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel:1391 1195219 
iBms iness Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
v Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 y 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline:010-66050775 
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The Fastest Way to 
a Woman’s Heart 


By Chen Si /Yu Shanshan 

I nternational Women’s Day 
is a day not only to 
recognize the 

contributions of women, but 
also a fine time to treat them 
to a fine meal. Below, seven 
local men share their plans for 
pleasing the stomachs of the 
women they love. 

Zhang Han, high school 
student 

My mother works very 
hard every day. Before she 
heads to work she makes me 
breakfast and she fixes dinner 
when she gets home. So, I’m 
going to cook zhou (congee) for 
her on Women’s Day to say 
thanks for all she does for me. 

Congee is very nutritious 
and easy enough to make that 
I can handle it. The zhou I 
plan to make will contain red 
dates, wolfberries, glutinous 
rice and brown sugar, all of 
which are good for my mom’s 
health. 

Duan Xi, 29, manager of 
a software company 

My wife and I are normally 
really busy and rarely have 
time to have dinner together 
at home. So for March 8, 

I want to cook some rabbit, 
because it’s her favorite. 
Rabbit meat is mild tasting 
and good for nourishing the 
blood. I plan to decorate the 
dish with some edible flowers, 
such as chrysanthemums, 
roses and honeysuckle to 
make it look and taste better. 

Xue Liming, 33, 
advertising rep 

I’m a pretty bad cook, 
so I plan on treating my 
wife to an elegant dinner 
out on March 8. I’ve already 
reserved a table at the Zhuji 
Liangtang Restaurant in 
Yayuncun, a place that is 
famous for its soup. 

The restaurant has some 
soups that are especially good 
for women. My wife is a bit 
weak, so I hope the nutritious 
soups will benefit her health. 
I’ll round out the meal with 
a few light dishes made of 
things like tofu, bean sprouts 
and yellow eel. 

Wang Zhen, 28, 
department manager at a 
foreign company 
I plan on cooking pig 
trotters for my girlfriend 
because they’re very 
nutritious and she loves them. 
Pig trotters are especially 
beneficial for the skin. 

Cheng Liang, 45, teacher 
My wife and I love seafood, 
in part because it’s rich in 
nutrition but low in fat. So I’m 
going to treat her to a meal at 
a seafood restaurant to show 
her I hope she’ll be healthy 
and beautiful forever. I’ll also 
order some light dishes with 
mushrooms, asparagus and 
things like that. 

Zhang Jiwei, 25, student 
at Beijing Broadcasting 
University 

My girlfriend is obsessed 
with Murakami Haruki’s 
novels. To get her away from 
his books, I’m going to prepare 
some foods that appear in 
the novels, such as spaghetti 
and sandwiches. My personal 
specialty, and her favorite, 
is fried rice with salmon, 
seaweed and mushrooms. 

For the special day, I’m 
going to make what I call 
“Murakami” ice cream - I 
blend hazelnuts into vanilla 
ice cream and then pour red 
wine over it. 

Yu Guoying, 50, reporter 

for Guangming Daily 

My wife’s favorite kind of 
soup is suanlatang (hot and 
sour soup). I think it’s too 
normal, but she loves it, 
especially the tofu, bamboo 
shoot and lily buds inside. So, 

I figure I’ll give her what she 
wants. 


Almond toys 


By Xiao Rong 

Almonds are rich in a wide 
spectrum of nutrients, from 
protein and carbohydrates to 
unsaturated fatty acids, 
vitamins and many minerals. 
Though they sound bad, 
unsaturated fats are 
particularly valuable, as they 
can speed the absorption of 
harmful fats from the body. 

These nuts are also chock 
full of vitamin E, an anti- 
oxidant that can slow the 
signs of aging and keep 
women (and men) beautiful 
and healthy. 

Scientific research has 
shown that almonds contain 
nearly no cholesterol, while 
their high unsaturated fatty 
acid content can actually help 
cut cholesterol levels in the 
blood. And, of course, they 
are delicious. With all this 
going for them, almonds are a 
perfect ingredient for a special 
Women’s Day treat. 


Almonds are brimming in anti-oxidants 
and other nutrients good for women’s skin 
and overall health. 


Almonds with Kumquat 
and Fresh Ginger 

These nuts make healthy, 
tasty snacks and are 
especially nice served along 
side tea or cocktails. 
Ingredients: 

100 g almond 
10 g orange peel 
125 ml orange juice 
25 g dried kumquat 
50 g sugar 

10 g fresh ginger slices 

Procedure: 

Cut three-quarters of the 
orange peel into chunks and 
keep the rest for garnish. 

Chop the ginger slices into 
small triangles. 

Cook the orange juice and 
sugar in a small sauce pan 
for one minute until the 
sugar dissolves and the juice 
thickens. Then add the orange 
peel and ginger and cook for 
30 seconds. Toss the almonds 
into the mix and cook for one 
or two minutes, stirring, until 
all almonds are thoroughly 
coated with the sauce. 

Put almonds onto a plate to 
cool, separating them to prevent 
them from sticking together. 
Add dried kumquat to cooled 
almonds, mix and serve. 

Almonds with Dried 
Sweet Potato 

This snack is an ideal 
match for green tea. 
Ingredients: 

100 g almond 

20 g dried sweet potato 

200 g sugar 

1 tsp sesame seeds 

Procedure: 

Put sugar and about one- 
quarter cup water in a pan 
and cook over medium-high 
heat for six to seven minutes 
until the sugar is sticky and 
caramelized. 

Add the almonds and toss 
for one to two minutes in 
the sugar mixture until 
completely coated. Turn off 
the heat, then add the sesame 
seeds and chunks of dried 
sweet potato and mix 
thoroughly. 


Almonds with dried sweet potato 


Cool Noodles, Hot Flauors 


Almonds with kumquat and fresh ginger 


By Xiao Rong 

T hough the chill of winter 
has yet to finally leave the 
air, clear skies and budding 
trees indicate spring is right 
around the corner. That means 
it is nearing time to dust 
off the warm weather clothes, 
crack open the windows and 
start entertaining thoughts of 
cooling fare, such as cold 
noodles. Beijingers have long 
had a reputation for loving 
foods served at room 
temperature or below and this 
city continues to offer a 
tremendous variety of cold 
noodle options sure to quench 
any internal fire and please any 
palate. 

Arguably the best-known 
cold noodles in this city are 
the Korean version. However, 
digging a little deeper can 
turn up many other varieties, 
such as Japanese iced noodles, 
Sichuan-style spicy cold 
noodles, Beijing-style noodles 
with fried bean sauce 
izhajiangmian) and 
Shanghai-style cold noodles 
served with green onions 
(congyou banmian). 

Sichuan cold noodles 

Most Sichuan restaurants 
offer this delectably spicy dish, 
called Sichuan liangmian , 
normally go for no more than 
3 yuan to 5 yuan per bowl. 
However, not all liangmian is 
created equal and there are 
some tricks to discerning a 
superior bowl. 

First, the noodles can come 
in two colors, translucent 
white or yellow. Though both 
are made from regular flour, 
the latter may be artificially 
colored, meaning steer 
towards clear. 

A more crucial characteristic 
of a good bowl of liangmian 
is the texture. The noodles 
should be nice and chewy, a 
result only achieved by cooking 
them in the proper amount 
of vigorously boiling water to 
allow them to expand while not 
sticking together. 

The noodles must be 
removed from the water at just 
the right time. They are then 
allowed to drip dry, laid on a 
wide chopping block to cool, and 
coated with cooked rapeseed oil 
to prevent them from getting 
sticky. 

Once the kitchen has 


10:30 pm Tel: 8598 8912 

Huang’apo Chongqing 
Restaurant 

Where: No. 19, Gaoliangqiao 
Xiejie, Haidian Open: 10: 30 
am - 2 pm, 4:30-10pm Tel: 
6218 8508 

Bayu Renjia Restaurant 

Where: Wanshou Lu, 
Haidian Open: 10 am - 2 pm, 
5-9pm Tel: 6816 1573 

Korean cold noodles 

Bathed in a lightly spicy, 
slightly sweet soup and topped 
with fresh vegetables and 
sometimes meat, eggs or fruit, 
Korean cold noodles are a 
refreshing and nutritious meal 
to themselves. 

Koreans have been eating 
cold noodles for hundreds of 
years, which are traditionally 
served at holidays and 
celebrations as symbols of 
happiness and longevity. 

Since 1999, cold noodles 
have been one of the few routes 
of open economic cooperation 
between North and South 
Korea, as people in Seoul, 
in particular, have developed 
insatiable appetites for the 
cold noodles of their northern 
neighbors. 

While they may look simple, 
Korean cold noodles are 
difficult to make and come in 
many varieties. Whether made 
of wheat, buckwheat, maize, 
sorghum or sweet potato flour, 
the noodles are made by first 
forming a thick dough which is 
cut into thin strips and boiled. 
The cooked noodles are rinsed 
in cold water and then are 
ready for eating. 

These noodles have a 
distinctive tough, gummy 
texture that matches well with 
meaty or crunchy toppings 
such as slices of cooked pork, 
beef or chicken, sesame seeds, 
julienned strips of chili pepper, 
and slices of apple or pear for a 
contrasting sweet kick. 

Cold noodles are available 
all over town, from small 
specialized hole-in-the-walls 
and mall food courts to upscale 
Korean restaurants. In fact, 
nearly every Korean joint in 
town has them on the menu, 
so there is no need to shell out 
too much. 

Recommendations: 

Quanjincheng 

Restaurant 

Where: No. 8, Huayuan 


Donglu, Beitaipingzhuang, 
Haidian Open: 9:30 am - 11 
pm Tel: 8201 5678 
Xiongjia Shaokao 
Where: West gate of Xijiao 
Hotel, Wudaokou, Haidian 
Open: 10 am - 11 pm 
Tel: 6239 5521 
Meiali Shaokao 
Where: No. 1-4, Pufang Lu, 
Fangchengyuan, Fangzhuang, 
Fengtai Open: 10 am - 2 pm, 5 
- 11pm Tel: 6760 9626 
Yuxiangyuan Korean 
Restaurant 

Where: First floor of 
Huaheng Building, Nanbinhe 
Lu, Guang’anmen Wai, Xuanwu 
Open: 11 am - 10:30 pm 
Tel: 6326 6497 

Shanfu Restaurant 
Where: Jia 58, Deshengmen 
Xidajie, Xi cheng Open: 11 am - 
10 pm Tel: 6618 0362 
Hanyangge Barbecue 
Where: No. 131, 
Chaoneixiaojie, Dongcheng 
Open: 10 am - 10 pm 
Tel: 8401 2766 

Japanese ice noodles 

Riding the coattails of the 
city’s love for Korean cold 
noodles, the Japanese version 
is a food on the rise. Outside 
of some local Japanese 
restaurants, good choices for 
trying these refreshing and 
light noodles are outlets of the 
Mian Ai Mian chain. 

These semi-fast-food 
restaurants offer a Japanese 
ice noodle set that comes in 
three parts, a box, a plate 
and a bowl. The wooden box 
contains light yellow noodles 
topped with diced green onion 
and slices of kelp. Inside the 
bowl is a tasty, complex sauce 
cooled down with some ice 
cubes. The plate is covered with 
strips of cucumber, grilled pork, 
dark edible fungus and fresh 
spring noodles. 

Diners have two choices 
for tucking into the attractive 
array before them — the 
noodles can be picked up and 
then dipped into the sauce, or 
they can be put on top of the 
veggies, covered with sauce and 
all mixed together. 
Recommendation: 

Mian Ai Mian Chain 
Store 

Where: No. 23, Fuxing Lu, 
Haidian Open: 7:30 am-ll:30 
pm Tel: 6815 3711 


Japanese ice noodles 

Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


finished the hard work of 
preparing the noodles, diners 
can top them with vegetables 
and sauces to their tastes. 
Typical toppings include green 
bean sprouts or slices of cooked 
chicken, followed by sauces 
concocted from chili oil, vinegar, 
soy sauce, sesame oil and 
mashed garlic. 
Recommendations: 

Chuanfo Restaurant 
Where: West wing of No. 2 
building, Xinzhongjie, 
Dongcheng Open: 9:30 am - 10 
pm Tel: 6416 9575 
Meizhou Dongpo 
Restaurant 

Where: No. 1 Building, 
Tuanjiehu Dongli, Yaojiayuan 
Lu, Chaoyang Open: 10 am - 


Sichuan cold noodles 


Korean cold noodles 
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Beijing Hikers 

Start the hike by walking up 
a lane to a small village nestled 
in a valley in Miyun, north east 
of Beijing. Then walk up over 
the hills to Stonewall Village. 
The name came from the hill be- 
hind it. It has gray rocks on the 
bald hill. It is a safe walk that 
can be done by all ages. 

Where: meet 8:30 am at Lido 
Hotel outside Starbucks When: 
February 7, 8:30 am Admission: 
200 yuan Tel: 13910025516 
YPHH Wine Tasting at 
Centro 

The second Young Profes- 
sionals Happy Hour wine tast- 
ing at Centro, the lobby bar of 
the Kerry Centre Hotel. Again 
you will have the chance to 
taste wines of the five con- 
tinents (one of each). Centro 
provides hot and cold canapes 
and snacks. During the eve- 
ning singer Laverne Butler 
will perform live. 

Where: lobby of the Kerry 
Centre Hotel, Guanghua Lu 
When: March 10, 6:30 pm - 8:30 
pm Admission: 100 yuan Tel: 
6561 8833 

Family Shadow Puppet 
Museum 

Visit a newly built shadow 
puppet museum inside the new 


home of veteran shadow puppe- 
teer Chu, and watch a show on 
their home-style stage. 

Where: pick up at Durty Nel- 
lie’s Irish Pub, between Sunflow- 
er Tower and Kempinski Hotel 
When: March 6, 2 pm - 5 pm 
Admission: 80 yuan (60 yuan 
for students) Tel: 8462 2081 
Sing-along 

Join the Chinese Culture 
Club’s monthly singing work- 
shop. Sit with a guitar player 
in an informal setting and learn 
some typical Chinese folk and 
pop songs — and then impress 
your friends when going to kara- 
oke! The carefree singing event 
is set in a cozy environment. 
Handouts of words of the songs 
in English, Chinese and pinyin 
are available. 

Where: pick up in Durty 
Nellie’s Irish Pub, between 
Sunflower Tower, and Kempin- 
ski Hotel When: March 7, 2:30 
pm - 4 pm Admission: 50 
yuan Tel: 8462 2081 
Annual Tenbridge Charity 
Ball 

Choose carefully as this year’s 
theme is ‘Heaven and Hell’. All 
proceeds go to Operation Bless- 
ing’s Educational Projects. 

Where: Hilton Hotel When: 
March 6, 7 pm Tel: 8580 1755 





Hsu Chi and Liu Ye 


Meiren Cao (Years without 
Epidemic) 

A tragic love story between 
26-year-old Ye Xingyu and Liu Si- 
meng, set in the 1970s in Yunnan. 
Directed by Lui Lok, starring Hsu 
Chi and Liu Ye. (In Chinese). 

Where: cinemas across town 
When: till March 14 
Zhi Feiji (Paper Airplane) 

A documentary recording the 
lives of members of a newly 
formed rock band and their art- 
ist friends. (In Chinese). Pro- 
duced by Zhao Liang. 

Where: Hart Salon, 17 

Sanlitun Nanjie (across from 
Durty Nellie’s), Chaoyang Dis- 
trict When: March 6, 8 pm Ad- 
mission: 30 yuan (includes one 
drink) Tel: 6504 6010 
Bawang Bieji (Farewell My 
Concubine ) 



In 1924 Beijing, the youthful 
Douzi and Shitou are brought 
together under the thumb of 
the strict master of a small 
acting troupe. Thirteen years 
later, their suffering has paid off. 
Douzi, now going by the name 
of Cheng Dieyi (Leslie Cheung), 


and Shitou, called Duan Xiaolou 
(Zhang Fengyi), are major op- 
era stars, and their production, 
Farewell My Concubine is na- 
tionally known. The two are 
inseparable, until the woman 
Juxian (Gong Li) comes between 
them... 

Where: B2M, next to river in 
front of Ditan Park South Gate 
When: March 8, 8 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6426 1091 

Xuese Qingchen (Bloody 
Morning) 

An intelligent and attractive 
girl marries a villager who has 
recently come into a lot of mon- 
ey. Their festive wedding cel- 
ebration brings happiness to 
the entire village. However, the 
morning after the wedding, a 
schoolteacher is found dead in- 
side the village. The ensuing 
investigation uncovers some as- 
tonishing facts that reveal un- 
suspected secrets in the lives of 
the apparently “simple” villag- 
ers. Directed by Li Shaohong, 
starring Kong Lin, Hu Yajie, 
Zhao Jun and Gong Zhaohui. 
Chinese with English subtitles. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, 
29 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District When: March 5 - 6, 8 
pm Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 
13901134745 
Without a Trace 

The latest movie from Mex- 
ican director, Maria Novaro. It 
tells the story of how an ordi- 
nary woman changes her chil- 
dren’s fates. 

Where: Mexican Embassy, 
5 Sanlitun Dongwujie When: 
March 10 7:15 pm Admission: 
free Tel: 6532 2244 



Drama 


Set in Germany in the 1930s, when 
many renowned artists including Thom- 
as Mann, Bertold Brecht, Billy Wilder, 
Kurt Weill and others fled to New York 
and Shanghai, seeking refuge from Nazi 
persecution. All the songs were popu- 
lar during the 1920s and 30s, but have 
been re-interpreted as rock music. Star- 
ring Udo Lindenberg and Cui Jian. 

Where: Beijing Exhibition Theater, 
135 Xizhimenwai Dajie When: March 
5 7:30 pm Admission: 80 - 880 Tel: 
6835 4455 


Beijie Nanyuan (North 
Street , South Yard) 

Collection of several touch- 
ing stories set in a quaran- 
tined courtyard in Beijing last 
summer, during the SARS ep- 
idemic. Starring Zhu Xu, Lu 
Zhong, He Bing, Pu Cunxin 
and Yang Lixin. 

Where: Capital Theater, 22 
Wangfujing Dajie When: Feb- 
ruary 5, 7 7:30 pm Admission: 
80 - 280 yuan Tel: 6524 9847 



Jams 



Blues band Shazi (Sand) play 
at What? tonight. 

Where: What? Bar, 72 

Bei chang Jie When: March 5, 
9 pm Admission: 20 yuan Tel: 


13910209249 



Beautiful Pharmacy 

Jazz and folk band Meihao 
Yaodian (Beautiful Pharmacy) 
plays together with Xiaofang he 
Jingzi (Xiao Fang and Mirror) 
and Zhou Yunpeng. 

Where: Nameless Highland, 
Building 14, Anhuili Area 1, Ya- 
yuncun, 200 meters north of the 
Yayuncun Hospital intersection 
When: March 6, 9 pm Admis- 
sion: 30 yuan (20 yuan for stu- 
dents) Tel: 6489 1613 



Night of Rock 

Heavy metal masters 
Tangchao (Tang Dynasty) and 
grunge kings Lengxue Dongwu 
(Cold Blooded Animals) play at 
Get Lucky. 

Where: Get Lucky, 1 Dong- 
fang Qicai Dashijie, Laitai Jie 
Chaoyang district When: March 
6, 9:30 Admission: 80 yuan Tel: 
8448 3335 




m 
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Pictures from the Surface 
of the Earth 

Wim Wenders is a multi-fac- 
eted artist: an engraver, painter, 
actor, writer and one of the most 
successful contemporary film- 
makers. Now 50 panoramic pic- 
tures are on show in Beijing. 
Subjects of his camera includes 
small towns or landscapes in the 
US, Cuba’s capital Havana, for- 
ests and temples in Japan, Jeru- 
salem, the coast of Galilee and 
deserted expanses of the Austra- 
lian outback. 

Where: China Millennium 
Monument Art Museum, 9A Fux- 
ing Lu When: till March 21, 8:30 
am - 6 pm Admission: 30 yuan 
Tel: 6851 3322 


Ten Painters’ Exhibition 

Features works from ten oil 
paintings including Hong Ling, 
Ji Dachun, Leng Jun, Mao Yan, 
Sun Liang, Wei Qimei, Yan Ping, 
Wei Ershen, Yang Feinyun and 
Yu Xiaofu. Most of their works 
are traditional in style. 

Where: Soka Art Gallery, 
Room 101, Building B, Tianhai 
Shangwu Dasha, 107 Dongsi 
Beidajie When: till March 26, 
Tuesday - Sunday, 9 am - 5 pm 
Admission: free Tel: 6406 5477 

We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language exchange 
and accommodation info for 
individuals. Feel free to email us 
at bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
6590 2521 By Dong Nan 


China National Symphony 
Orchestra Concert 

China National Symphony Or- 
chestra performs Beethoven’s 
Egmont Overture , Brahms’ Piano 
Concerto No. 1 and Schumann’s 
Symphony No. 4, conducted by 
Maurice Peress. 

Where: National Library Con- 
cert Hall, 33 Zhongguancun Nan- 
dajie When: March 6, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 50 - 380 yuan Tel: 
6848 5462 

Concert by Three 
Renowned Musicians 

Top female musicians Yu Lina 
(violin), Bao Huiqiao (piano) 
and Min Huifen (erhu) perform 
their representative works in- 
cluding Butterfly Lovers, The 


Yellow River and The Water of 
Rivers and Lakes. Conducted by 
Zheng Xiaoying. 

Where: Forbidden City Con- 
cert Hall, Inside Zhongshan Park, 
Xi Chang’ an Jie When: March 6, 
7:30 pm Admission: 80 yuan - 
500 yuan Tel: 6559 8285 
Mahler 

China Phil- 
harmonic Or- 
chestra performs 
Mahler’s Sym- 
phony No. 3, con- 
ducted by Yang 
Yang. 

Where: Poly Theater, Dong- 
zhimen Nandajie When: March 
7, 7:30 pm Admission: 50 - 380 
Tel: 6500 1188 




Landscape by Wim Wenders 
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Jimingyi 
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Sanggan River 


Huailai 


antun, 


Tianmo Desert 


Guanting Dam 


Zhuolu 


Travel Back in Time 


Guang 
Huangdicheng 


Beijing 


By WangXiaoxiao 

T here is a saying 
in China “Go to 
Shanghai if you 
want to see the 
history of 100 years ago, go 
to Beijing to see the history 
of 200 years ago, go to Xi’an 
to see the history of 1,000 
years ago, and go to Zhuolu 
(MM) to see the history of 
2,000 years ago.” 

Zhuolu, in Hebei 
Province is one of the 
cradles of Chinese 
civilization. There are no 
green mountains or valleys, 
but the yellow earth and 
gray houses speak 
eloquently of ancient 
Chinese culture. 

The mountains to the 
northwest of Beijing form a 
series of gorges, which in 
ancient times became the 
main routes by which 
nomadic tribes attacked 
Beijing and the rich lands 
to the south. During the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
fortifications such as beacon 
towers, walls and forts were 
constructed along these 
gorges, connecting the towns 
and postal facilities, or “daks,” 
which served as both mail 
distribution centers and safe 
places of accommodation for 
mail carriers. 

Among these 

fortifications, Huailai Fort 
(tT^M), Jimingyi 
, or Jiming Dak and 
Guang’entun 
are the most famous, for 
they all stand at key 
locations geographically and 
were primary targets for 
invaders trying to penetrate 
into the outer defences of 
the empire. 

Woniushan ( Shrill), or 
Crouching Ox Mountain, 
stands at the narrowest 
point of Guangting 
Reservoir. The bricks that 
litter the mountain here and 
there and the magnificent 
wall are remnants of 
Huailai Fort, which has a 
history of over a thousand 
years. Originally built in the 
Tang Dynasty (618-907), it 
became known as Huailai 


during the Liao Dynasty 
(916-1125). 

Woniushan, in the middle 
of Huailai Basin and at the 
narrowest point from east 
to west, is an ideal location 
for a fort. However, most 
of the fort stood on the 
west side of the mountain, 
which was flooded when 
Guangting Reservoir was 
built in the 1950s. 

Entering the Woniushan 
area, you will see a temple 
called Taishan on the top of 
the mountain. After walking 
across a suspension bridge, 
you will be on the eastern 
side of the mountain. A 
number of old pagodas and 
stone steles can be seen 
inside the temple. 

To the west of the 
mountain area lies a small 
town, of which the houses, 
city gate and blockhouses 
are built in the style of 
the late Qing Dynasty or 
early Republican Period. 

The water lily pool on the 
west side of the mountain 
makes a romantic place for 
a walk in summer. 

Jimingshan (^P§lL|) or 
Rooster Crowing Mountain, 
rises abruptly from the 
middle of the plain and 
somewhat resembles a large 
tomb, due to its flat peak. 
According to legend, Tang 
Tai Tsung (the first emperor 
of the Tang Dynasty) one 
day heard the crowing of 
a heavenly rooster when he 
stayed at the mountain foot, 
which is how the mountain 
came to be so named. 

Jimingshan has an 
unusual shape and for this 
reason was regarded as a 
holy mountain by locals, 
who over the centuries have 
built several temples on its 
slopes. 

At the foot of Jimingshan 
is Jimingyi, reputedly the 
largest and best preserved 
postal dak in China and 
the last station along this 
route before Beijing. It was 
first built during the Yuan 
Dynasty (1279-1368), but 
in 1420, during the Ming 
Dynasty, it was enlarged. 


The surrounding walls are 
12 meters high and over 
two meters thick. Like a 
traditional old city, the dak 
has four gates. Today there 
are three streets within the 
walls, ten temples and some 
shops and residences. 

The north and south 
gates are in ruins. Above 
the east and west gates are 
two buildings that served as 
watchtowers. The southern 
wall has almost disappeared 
and the bricks of the west 
wall have collapsed, leaving 
the clay core exposed to the 
elements. 

Entering the west gate, 
you can see on the left 
several old clay houses 
without roofs. Local officials 
are reportedly drawing up 
plans to restore the buildings, 
and residents in those houses 
that remain habitable have 
been told to stop painting or 
rebuilding them. 

Jimingyi’s greatest claim 
to fame is that Dowager 
Empress Cixi and Emperor 
Guangxu stayed there, in 
the home of He’er, a wealthy 
landlord, when they were 
fleeing Beijing in 1900. 

It is an ideal location for 
filming period dramas, with 
its old houses and yellow 
walls that are so typical 
of China’s north west. The 
Decisive Engagement and 
The Battle ofTai’er Zhuang, 
among others, were filmed 
here, and the last scene 
of the classic comedy, A 
Chinese Odyssey, where 
Stephen Chow kisses 
Athena Chu, was shot on 
one of the gates of Jimingyi. 

A little way to the west is 
Guang’entun, which was an 
important barracks in the 
Ming Dynasty. Guang’entun 
is not big, with a width 
of only 200 meters. The 
south gate is still in a 
good condition, however the 
north gate has collapsed. 
South of the barracks 
stands a tiny temple, which 
has still-intact Ming 
frescoes on the walls of the 
two main halls. 

Photos by Sun Haitao 




The remains of the western wall and gate of Jimingyi (above) and the east wall (top). 


Getting there: 

Head north along the Badal- 
ing Expressway (7 ViSiltf S3®) 
and take the Yanqing exit. Con- 
tinue along national highway 
110. After leaving Yanqing, you 
will be in Huailai County, Hebei 
Province. Soon the picturesque 
Guanting Reservoir will ap- 
pear on the left. Turn left 
onto a rough road when you 
see a sign reading “Woniushan 
Fengjingqu” (Crouching Ox 
Mountain Area). Continue 
along this road and you will 
come to Woniushan and Huai- 
lai City. 

Further along national high- 
way 110, you will see Jim- 
ingshan (Rooster Crowing 
Mountain) in the distance. Con- 
tinue until you see the walls of 
Jimingyi on the left side of the 
road. If you do not plan to visit 
Woniushan, drive along Badal- 
ing Expressway until the Jim- 
ingyi Exit. 

Head west after Jimingyi and 
take the left turns at two Y in- 
tersections. You will eventually 
come to Zhuolu. Drive south af- 
ter Zhuolu, turn left at Gaobao 
(fiili), and drive along the Ga- 
oxing Road (SS^aSS) on the 
south bank of Sanggan River 
(Hq^>n[). Turn left when you 
see Guang’entun, at the foot of 
a long hill, and enter the vil- 
lage. From there, you can visit 
Guang’entun and the little tem- 
ple with beautiful frescoes. 

Drive along the Gaoxing 
Road and turn left at Fanshan 
(fiJTLU), and you’ll be on the road 
back to Beijing. 


Jimingyi , from the east gate. 


The home of He’er, where Dowager Empress Cixi and Emperor Guangxu once 
spent the night. 

Tips: 

Take plenty of water with you. Although you can buy bottled wa- 
ter in the villages along the way, the quality tends to vary. 

This region is almost desert. The wind can be fierce (and sand- 
filled) and the temperature is usually several degrees lower than in 
Beijing, so be sure to dress appropriately. 

Many of the roads around Huailai are in a poor state of repair, 
and are traversed by a steady stream of heavily or over-loaded coal- 
carrying trucks from Shanxi Province, so take your time and drive 
carefully. 



